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Prelims Exam Topics 

 

APPEAL AND COMPLAINT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (APPCOMS) 2.0 

Context 

The Central Information Commission (CIC) launched the upgraded AppCoMS 2.0 for digital 

processing of Second Appeals and Complaints under the Right to Information Act, 2005. 

About AppCoMS 2.0 

● Nodal Institution: Developed and implemented by the Central Information Commission (CIC) 

to strengthen digital processing of RTI cases. 

● Purpose: Streamlines case registration, hearings, document submission and issuance of decisions 

through an integrated digital platform. 

● Digital Processing: Allows Digital Signature Certificates (DSCs) for digitally signing and 

issuing notices/orders and enables CPIOs to submit case-related documents online. 

 

HUNTINGTON’S DISEASE 

Context 

New research led by scientists at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, USA could help develop new 

treatments for Huntington’s disease. 

About Huntington’s Disease 

● Nature: Rare, progressive hereditary neurodegenerative disorder causing degeneration of 

neurons in the brain. 

● Affected Regions: Primarily affects the basal ganglia, which regulates movement, and the 

cerebral cortex, associated with thinking, memory and decision-making. 

● Cause & Inheritance: Caused by a mutation in the HTT gene and inherited in an autosomal 

dominant manner; an affected parent gives each child a 50% chance of inheriting the mutation. 

● Disease Mechanism: Mutation in the HTT gene produces abnormal huntingtin protein, leading 

to progressive neuronal damage. 

● Symptoms: Common features include chorea (involuntary, dance-like movements), abnormal 

postures, cognitive decline, behavioural changes, tremor and abnormal eye movements. 

● Onset: Usually begins between 30 and 50 years; juvenile and late-onset forms also occur. 
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● Prevalence: Affects around 3–7 per 100,000 people, with higher prevalence among populations of 

European ancestry. 

● Treatment: No cure currently exists; treatment mainly manages symptoms, and the disease 

progressively worsens. 

 

LAKE POWELL 

Context 

Lake Powell has fallen to its lowest level since it began filling, raising concerns over the Colorado River 

and water security in the western United States. 

About Lake Powell 

● Location: Large artificial reservoir on the Colorado River, extending across Utah and Arizona, 

USA. 

● Creation: Formed by the Glen Canyon Dam, which submerged Glen Canyon. 

● Size: Second-largest U.S. reservoir by volume after Lake Mead 

● Water Source: Receives much of its water from snowmelt in the Upper Colorado River Basin. 

● Ecology: An oligotrophic reservoir, with low nutrient levels and algal productivity, generally 

resulting in clear water. 

● Recreation: Major tourism and recreation destination known for its sandstone canyons and rock 

formations. 

 

ELECTRONICS COMPONENTS MANUFACTURING SCHEME (ECMS) 

Context 

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has approved 31 additional 

applications under the Electronics Components Manufacturing Scheme. 

About Electronics Components Manufacturing Scheme 

● Launch & Nodal Ministry: Launched in 2025 by the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY). 

● Objective: Build a strong domestic electronics component ecosystem, attract global and 

domestic investment, and integrate India’s electronics industry with Global Value Chains 

(GVCs). 
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● Focus: Supports manufacturing of selected passive electronic components, while active 

components are covered under the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM). 

● Incentive Models: Provides turnover-linked, capex-linked and hybrid incentives based on 

revenue and investment in plant and machinery. 

● Employment: Employment generation is mandatory for both component manufacturers and 

capital equipment producers. 

● Tenure: Has a 6-year tenure, including a 1-year gestation period for turnover-linked incentives; 

capex incentives are available for 5 years. 

● Target Components: Includes resistors, capacitors, speakers, microphones, special ceramics, 

relays, switches and connectors. 

 

EXERCISE MAITREE 

Context 

The Indian Army contingent has departed for Thailand to participate in the 15th India-Thailand Joint 

Military Exercise MAITREE-XV (2026). 

About Exercise MAITREE 

● Nature: Bilateral joint military exercise between India and Thailand. 

● Focus: Company-level training in jungle and semi-urban terrain, including field exercises, 

combat discussions, lectures, demonstrations and a final validation exercise. 

● Counter-Terrorism: Enhances capabilities for joint counter-insurgency and counter-terrorist 

operations under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. 

 

MOUNT KANLAON 

Context 

A recent emission from Kanlaon Volcano produced a greyish plume rising about 200 metres above the 

summit crater and drifting north. 

About Mount Kanlaon 

● Location & Type: Active stratovolcano on Negros Island, Philippines, and part of the Pacific 

Ring of Fire. 

● Elevation: At about 2,465 metres, it is the highest peak in the Visayas and the tallest mountain 

on Negros Island. 
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● Volcanic Structure: Contains a broad northern caldera with a crater lake and a smaller, higher 

historically active southern crater. 

 

KIKUCHI-FUJIMOTO DISEASE 

Context 

A 32-year-old man from Visakhapatnam with recurrent lymph node swelling for nearly six years was 

recently diagnosed with Kikuchi-Fujimoto disease, after repeated treatment for suspected tuberculosis. 

About Kikuchi-Fujimoto Disease 

● Nature: Rare inflammatory disorder of the lymph nodes, also called histiocytic necrotizing 

lymphadenitis. 

● Typical Presentation: Causes painful cervical lymph node swelling, fever and fatigue; may 

resemble tuberculosis or lymphoma. 

● Treatment: No specific cure; NSAIDs are used for symptom relief, while corticosteroids may be 

used in severe cases. 

 

HELICASE 

Context 

A recent study has identified a molecular safety mechanism that controls when DNA replication begins. 

About Helicase 

● Nature: Enzyme that unwinds the DNA double helix, separating the two strands during DNA 

replication. 

● Energy Source: Uses energy from ATP (adenosine triphosphate) to separate the DNA strands. 

● Role in Replication: Creates a replication fork, allowing each exposed DNA strand to act as a 

template for synthesis of a complementary strand. 

● Mechanism: Helicase moves along DNA and breaks the hydrogen bonds between 

complementary bases, separating the two strands. 

● Topoisomerases: Relieve the twisting and supercoiling that develops ahead of the replication 

fork. 

● Replication Control: DNA replication is regulated so that the replication machinery becomes 

active only after receiving the appropriate chemical signal. 
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TAMIRABHARANI RIVER 

Context 

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court has declared Tamil Nadu’s Tamirabharani (Porunai) 

River a deity and granted it legal personhood to help curb pollution. 

About Tamirabharani River 

● Nature: Perennial river flowing entirely through Tamil Nadu. 

● Origin: Rises from Agastyarkoodam Peak in the Pothigai Hills of the Western Ghats. 

● Course: Flows northward initially and then eastward through Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi, 

before draining into the Gulf of Mannar. 

● Tributaries: Major tributaries include Servalar, Manimuthar, Gadananathi, Pachaiyar, 

Chittar, Ramanathi and Koraiyar. 

● Water Infrastructure: Major dams include Karaiyar, Manimuthar, Gadananathi and 

Ramanathi. 

● Waterfalls: Forms Paanatheertham, Kalyanatheertham and Agasthiar Falls along its course. 

 

MUSHK BUDJI 

Context 

Kashmir’s indigenous aromatic rice variety Mushk Budji is facing price pressure after expansion of its 

cultivation into areas considered unsuitable for the crop. 

About Mushk Budji 

● Type & Origin: Highly aromatic, short-grain rice variety native to Kashmir. 

● Cultivation: Traditionally grown at 5,000–7,000 ft above sea level in the higher reaches of the 

Kashmir Valley. 

● GI Tag: Granted Geographical Indication (GI) tag in 2023. 

● Nutritional Value: Contains carbohydrates, dietary fibre and B-vitamins and is relatively low 

in fat. 
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NATIONAL SPORTS AWARDS 

Context 

The Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports has announced the National Sports Awards 2025. 

About National Sports Awards 

● Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports; awards are given annually to recognise 

excellence and contribution in sports. 

● Arjuna Award: Given for sporting performance over the previous four years, along with 

leadership, sportsmanship and discipline. 

● Arjuna Award (Lifetime): Recognises sportspersons who continue contributing to sports 

promotion after retirement. 

● Dronacharya Award: Honours coaches for sustained outstanding and meritorious work that helps 

sportspersons excel at international events. 

● Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar: Given to corporate entities and NGOs for significant 

contributions to the promotion and development of sports. 

 

REGIONAL RURAL BANKS (RRBS) 

Context 

Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) recorded strong growth in credit delivery during 2025–26, according to 

the Ministry of Finance. 

About Regional Rural Banks 

● Nature & Objective: Financial institutions focused on providing credit and banking services in 

rural areas, particularly to small and marginal farmers, agricultural labourers, artisans and small 

entrepreneurs. 

● Origin: Established following the Narasimham Working Group (1975) and the Regional Rural 

Banks Act, 1976; the first RRB, Prathama Grameen Bank, was set up on 2 October 1975. 

● Ownership: Equity is held by the Central Government, State Government and Sponsor Bank 

in the ratio 50:15:35. 

● Structure: Combines the local orientation of cooperatives with the professional banking 

approach of commercial banks; operations are confined to notified areas covering one or more 

districts. 
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● Priority Sector Lending: RRBs have a 75% PSL target of total outstanding advances, compared 

with 40% for Scheduled Commercial Banks. 

● Funds & Regulation: Funds come from owned funds, deposits and borrowings, including from 

NABARD and sponsor banks; regulated by the RBI and supervised by NABARD. 

● Management: Managed by a Board of Directors comprising nominees of the Central 

Government, State Government and sponsor bank. 
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Mains Exam Topics 

 

EDIBLE OILS 

Context  

India’s edible-oil import bill is projected to reach a record ₹1.75 trillion, as the widening domestic 

demand–supply gap, elevated global prices, diversion of palm oil towards biofuels and rupee depreciation 

deepen import dependence and complicate India’s goal of edible-oil self-reliance. 

Why are Indian farmers reluctant to shift towards oilseed cultivation? 

● Price Uncertainty: Oilseeds face greater price-realisation risk because MSP does not guarantee 

universal physical procurement. 

○ e.g., Under PM-AASHA, procurement is undertaken when notified oilseed prices fall 

below MSP, but it is conditional on State demand and operational arrangements.  

● Productivity Deficit: Lower yields reduce the expected return from shifting land away from 

competing crops. 

○ e.g., Oilseed productivity reached 1,412 kg/ha in 2024–25, against the NMEO-OS target 

of 2,112 kg/ha.  

● Rainfed Vulnerability: Around 70% of oilseed cultivation is rainfed, exposing yields and farm 

incomes to monsoon variability. 

○ e.g., Soybean and groundnut are highly sensitive to moisture stress and uneven rainfall.  

● Cropping-System Inertia: Established irrigation, input and procurement systems make competing 

crops less risky. 

○ e.g., Farmers in irrigated belts often retain rice–wheat systems because market and input 

linkages are already developed. 

● Weak Value Chains: Gaps in quality seed, storage, processing and buyer linkages reduce farm-

level profitability. 

Why has India remained dependent on edible-oil imports? 

● Demand–Supply Gap: Domestic edible-oil production remains substantially below consumption. 

○ e.g., India produced 12.18 million tonnes of edible oil in 2023–24, meeting only about 

44% of domestic demand.  



 

                                                                                          CURRENT AFFAIRS PROGRAMME: TARGET 2026-2027 

19-August-2026 

For More Study Material, Visit: studyiq.com         Page no. 
                                                                                                                                                                       9 

● Low Oil Yield per Hectare: India’s oilseed crops generate relatively low recoverable oil per 

hectare because both seed productivity and oil content are lower than those of high-oil-yield 

crops such as oil palm. 

● Consumption Growth: Rising incomes and dietary diversification have expanded edible-oil 

demand. 

○ e.g., Rural per-capita consumption increased from 5.76 kg in 2004–05 to 10.58 kg in 

2022–23. 

● Global Cost Advantage: Large-scale palm and soybean production benefits from economies of 

scale and integrated processing and trade networks. 

○ e.g., Imports from major producers such as Indonesia and Malaysia help bridge India’s 

domestic edible-oil deficit, while import duties are adjusted to balance farmer and 

consumer interests.  

● Untapped Domestic Oil Potential: India has significant additional oil potential from secondary 

and tree-borne sources, but weak aggregation and processing limit their contribution to domestic 

supply. 

○ e.g., NMEO-OS promotes greater recovery from cottonseed, rice bran, corn germ and 

Tree-Borne Oilseeds (TBOs) to augment domestic edible-oil availability. 

How does palm-oil cultivation create environmental concerns? 

● Biodiversity Loss: Replacing diverse natural vegetation with oil-palm monocultures reduces 

habitat complexity and can fragment ecosystems. 

○ e.g., Expansion in biodiversity-rich regions such as the North-East and Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands therefore requires strict ecological safeguards. 

● Water Stress: Oil palm requires sustained moisture, making poorly planned expansion dependent 

on irrigation and potentially increasing pressure on local water resources. 

● Land-Use Change: Converting forests, traditional farming systems or other ecologically valuable 

land into perennial plantations can alter ecosystem services and landscape functions. 

○ e.g., Oil-palm expansion in the North-East needs careful assessment of its implications for 

traditional jhum landscapes and surrounding ecosystems. 

● Soil Degradation: Continuous monoculture and intensive plantation management can reduce soil 

quality where nutrient recycling, ground cover and erosion control are inadequate. 
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● Carbon-Stock Loss: Converting forests or other high-carbon landscapes into plantations can 

release stored carbon and undermine climate benefits. 

Way Forward 

● Raise Productivity: Prioritise yield improvement and better oil recovery rather than depending 

mainly on area expansion. 

● De-risk Farm Returns: Make oilseed cultivation commercially competitive by strengthening 

price assurance while shifting from costly physical procurement to deficiency payments where 

appropriate. 

● Strengthen Value Chains: Link farmers with quality seed, storage, processing and organised 

buyers. 

○ e.g., NMEO-OS has identified 600+ value-chain clusters involving FPOs and 

cooperatives.  

● Zone Oil Palm Ecologically: Restrict oil-palm expansion to scientifically suitable land while 

excluding forests and sensitive ecosystems. 

● Calibrate Trade Policy: Combine domestic production incentives with flexible import duties to 

protect farmers without imposing excessive consumer costs. 

 


