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Prelims Exam Topics 

 

NAYING HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 

Context 

The Naying Hydroelectric Project in Arunachal Pradesh has received environmental clearance from 

the Centre. 

About Naying Hydroelectric Project 

● Location: Proposed on the Siyom (Yomgo) River in West Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh. 

● Project Type: Run-of-the-river hydroelectric project. 

● Implementing Agency: North Eastern Electric Power Corporation (NEEPCO) under the 

Ministry of Power. 

Siyom River 

● Type: A right-bank tributary of the Brahmaputra River. 

● Location: Flows through West Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh. 

● Associated Protected Area: Mouling National Park lies along its eastern bank. 

 

LEGIONNAIRES' DISEASE 

Context 

A recent Legionnaires' disease outbreak in New York City has resulted in multiple infections and 

fatalities. 

About Legionnaires' Disease 

● Nature: A severe form of bacterial pneumonia caused by Legionella bacteria. 

● Related Disease: Legionella also causes Pontiac fever, a milder flu-like illness without 

pneumonia. 

● Transmission: Spreads by inhaling aerosols from contaminated man-made water systems such 

as cooling towers, hot tubs, fountains, and large building plumbing systems, but not through 

person-to-person transmission. 

● Vaccine Status: No approved vaccine is currently available. 
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PALLIKARANAI MARSHLAND 

Context 

The Pallikaranai Marshland, a ramsar site continues to shrink due to rapid urbanisation, encroachments, 

and indiscriminate waste dumping. 

About Pallikaranai Marshland 

● Location: A freshwater marsh with partially saline wetlands located in Tamil Nadu and 

designated as a Ramsar Site. 

● Hydrological Role: Acts as a natural flood buffer for Chennai and Chengalpattu districts. 

● Drainage: Connected to the Bay of Bengal through Okkiyam Madavu and Kovalam Creek. 

● Notable Species: Home to Russell's viper, Glossy ibis, Grey-headed lapwing, and Pheasant-

tailed jacana. 

 

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF MARITIME ADMINISTRATION (DGMA) 

Context 

The Directorate General of Maritime Administration (DGMA) has advised ship owners to avoid 

deploying Indian seafarers on vessels transiting the Strait of Hormuz until further notice. 

About Directorate General of Maritime Administration (DGMA) 

● Nature: The apex maritime authority responsible for the administration and regulation of 

merchant shipping in India. 

● Established: 1949. 

● Ministry: Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. 

● Headquarters: Mumbai. 

● Mandate: Implements national shipping policies and administers merchant shipping laws. 

 

NARWAR FORT 

Context 

A Scindia-era cannon was recently stolen from the historic Narwar Fort. 

About Narwar Fort 

● Location: Situated in Madhya Pradesh, atop the Vindhya Range. 

● Nearby Protected Area: Madhav National Park lies to its west. 
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● Ancient Association: The town of Narwar (formerly Nalapura) is traditionally associated with 

Raja Nala of the Mahabharata. 

● Construction: Built by the Kachwaha Rajputs in the 10th century. 

 

ELECTRONIC GOLD RECEIPTS (EGRS) 

Context 

The National Stock Exchange (NSE) has introduced Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs). 

About Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs) 

● Nature: SEBI-regulated exchange-traded securities representing ownership of physical gold 

stored in regulated vaults, held electronically in a demat account. 

● Redemption: Can be converted into physical gold through the prescribed process. 

● Settlement Cycle: Follows a T+1 settlement mechanism. 

● Eligibility: Can be traded by retail investors, jewellers, bullion dealers, refiners, and 

institutional investors. 

● Denominations: Offered in 10 mg, 100 mg, 1 g, 10 g, 100 g, and 1 kg units. 

 

KOLLERU WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

Context 

The Central Empowered Committee (CEC) has directed the Andhra Pradesh Government to address 

illegal fish ponds and environmental degradation in the Kolleru Wildlife Sanctuary. 

About Kolleru Wildlife Sanctuary 

● Location: Located in Andhra Pradesh, the sanctuary comprises wetlands and marshes around 

Kolleru Lake, a Ramsar Site. 

● Hydrology: Fed by the Budameru and Tammileru rivers and linked to the Krishna and 

Godavari river systems through numerous channels. 

● Notable Birds: Includes Little egret, Cattle egret, Pond heron, Grey heron, Night heron, Pied 

kingfisher, Small blue kingfisher, Black-capped kingfisher, and Reef heron. 
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MANGAL PANDEY 

Context 

The Prime Minister paid tribute to Mangal Pandey on his birth anniversary. 

About Mangal Pandey 

● Background: An Indian sepoy of the 34th Bengal Native Infantry of the British East India 

Company. 

● Revolt: He attacked British officers in protest against greased Enfield rifle cartridges believed to 

contain cow and pig fat. 

● Impact: His actions triggered the Revolt of 1857, also known as the First War of Indian 

Independence. 

● Legacy: The revolt ended East India Company rule and led to the enactment of the Government 

of India Act, 1858. 

 

ARAL SEA 

Context 

A recent study found that the drying Aral Sea has released significant amounts of carbon from its exposed 

lake bed, contributing to greenhouse gas emissions. 

About Aral Sea 

● Location: An endorheic salt lake shared 

by Kazakhstan (north) and Uzbekistan 

(south) in Central Asia. 

● Formation: Fed primarily by the Amu 

Darya and Syr Darya rivers. 

● Aralkum Desert: Large parts of the 

exposed lake bed have transformed into the 

Aralkum Desert. 

● Climate Impact: Exposed sediments have 

become a source of greenhouse gas 

emissions. 
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MOUNT OLYMPUS 

Context 

Greece's nomination to inscribe Mount Olympus as a mixed UNESCO World Heritage Site is under 

consideration by the World Heritage Committee. 

About Mount Olympus 

● Location: The highest mountain in Greece, 

Mount Olympus is located in northern Greece 

near the Aegean Sea, with its Mytikas Peak 

(2,918 m) forming the country's highest point 

along the boundary of Macedonia and Thessaly. 

● Religious Legacy: Contains an ancient 

sanctuary of Zeus, the chapel of Prophet Elias 

(one of the world's highest Orthodox chapels), the 

Monastery of St. Dionysios, and the Holy Cave 

of St. Dionysios. 

● Protected Status: Greece's first National Park 

and a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 

● Geology: Formed mainly of limestone and dolomite, uplifted by the collision of the African and 

Eurasian tectonic plates. 
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Mains Exam Topics 

 

INDIA'S TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN A CHANGING GLOBAL ORDER 

Context: 

According to a 360 ONE Capital research report, India's textile industry is entering a new growth phase, 

driven by China+1 sourcing, supply-chain diversification, and expanding trade agreements. However, 

translating this opportunity into sustained export growth will require structural transformation in 

competitiveness, productivity, and manufacturing scale. 

Why have Bangladesh and Vietnam outperformed India in apparel exports despite having smaller 

textile ecosystems? 

• Labour Cost and Productivity Advantage: Competitive wages, flexible labour regulations, and 

higher shop-floor productivity reduce unit labour costs, making apparel manufacturing more 

globally competitive than in India. 

o e.g., Bangladesh's minimum wage is roughly one-third of India's organized sector wage, 

while Vietnam has consistently recorded higher manufacturing labour productivity growth. 

• Preferential Trade Access: Duty-free access and high-quality FTAs reduce tariff costs, improving 

export competitiveness in major consumer markets. 

o e.g., Bangladesh's EBA access to the EU and Vietnam's EVFTA provide a tariff advantage 

over Indian apparel exports. 

• MMF-Oriented Production: Vietnam and Bangladesh aligned production with rising global 

demand for man-made fibre (MMF) garments, while India's cotton-centric ecosystem, reinforced 

by past policy biases, slowed MMF expansion. 

o e.g., MMF accounts for over 70% of global apparel trade but constitutes a relatively 

smaller share of India's apparel exports. 

• Lead-Time Optimization: Efficient logistics, faster customs, and streamlined export procedures 

enable quicker delivery, a decisive advantage in fast-fashion supply chains. 

o e.g., Vietnam's shorter port-to-shipment turnaround helps meet the 4–6-week 

replenishment cycles of buyers such as Zara and H&M. 

• FDI-Led Integrated Manufacturing Scale: Export-oriented FDI has created large, integrated 

garment clusters capable of delivering high-volume orders with consistent quality and lower unit 

costs, unlike India's fragmented MSME-dominated industry. 
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How has fast fashion altered the competitive dynamics of the global textile industry? 

• Compression of Product Cycles: Fast fashion reduced design-to-shelf timelines from seasonal 

collections to weeks, making speed and agile production more important than traditional scale or 

raw material availability. 

o e.g., Zara introduces new designs to stores in under three weeks, compared to the 

traditional six-month seasonal cycle. 

• Shift towards Time-Sensitive Sourcing: Global buyers increasingly combine cost with lead time 

and supply-chain reliability, favouring suppliers that can rapidly replenish orders within their 

sourcing geography. 

o e.g., Zara relies on near-shore suppliers such as Spain, Portugal and Morocco for rapid 

replenishment, while brands source larger-volume collections from Vietnam and 

Bangladesh. 

• Rise of Regional Production Networks: Fast fashion strengthened regional value chains, where 

efficient cross-border sourcing of inputs and seamless logistics matter more than complete 

domestic integration. 

o e.g., Vietnam imports most fabrics from Southern China but achieves rapid exports 

through efficient logistics and customs connectivity. 

• Sustainability as a Competitive Imperative: Rapid product turnover has increased textile waste, 

carbon emissions, and regulatory scrutiny, making environmental compliance a key determinant of 

market access. 

o e.g., The EU's sustainability regulations and growing textile waste in countries such as 

Ghana are reshaping sourcing decisions. 

• Reconfiguration of Global Value Chains: Fast fashion shifted governance towards buyer-driven 

value chains while rewarding reliable, compliant manufacturers with long-term sourcing 

relationships. 

o e.g., Large Bangladeshi and Vietnamese suppliers secure repeat contracts by consistently 

meeting quality, compliance, and delivery standards despite thin margins. 

How is climate change likely to reshape the future demand for the textile industry? 

• Shift towards Sustainable Fibre Mix: Climate stress on cotton production is increasing demand 

for recycled, regenerated, and other sustainable fibres that reduce dependence on climate-sensitive 

raw materials. 
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• Preference for Climate-Resilient Sourcing: Rising climate disruptions are increasing buyer 

preference for suppliers located in regions with lower exposure to floods, heatwaves, and other 

climate risks, ensuring more reliable deliveries. 

o e.g., Recurrent flooding in Bangladesh has encouraged global brands to diversify sourcing 

across multiple production locations to reduce climate-related supply-chain risks. 

• Sustainability as a Market Access Requirement: Climate-related regulations are making 

sustainable production a prerequisite for accessing premium export markets, shifting demand 

towards compliant manufacturers. 

o e.g., The EU's Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) and Digital Product 

Passport requirements are reshaping sourcing decisions in the textile sector. 

• Rise of Circular Fashion: Growing climate awareness is increasing demand for durable, 

repairable, reusable, and recyclable apparel, reducing reliance on linear fast-fashion consumption. 

o e.g., Resale, rental, and repair-based apparel markets are expanding rapidly across Europe 

and North America. 

• Demand for Water-Efficient Processing: Growing water scarcity is increasing buyer preference 

for manufacturers adopting water-efficient dyeing, recycling, and closed-loop processing 

technologies. 

o e.g., Water shortages in textile clusters such as Tiruppur have disrupted production, 

accelerating the adoption of zero-liquid-discharge and water-recycling technologies. 

What structural transformation is required for India to regain its historical leadership in the global 

textile industry? 

• Build an MMF-Led and Future-Ready Textile Ecosystem: India should eliminate inverted duty 

structures, ensure affordable access to synthetic raw materials, and expand man-made, recycled, 

and technical textile capacity to align with global demand. 

• Transition from Fragmented Production to Scalable Manufacturing Networks: India should 

complement MSME flexibility with consortium-led sourcing, integrated clusters, and common 

infrastructure to achieve economies of scale without sacrificing production agility. 

o e.g., India can emulate Vietnam's cluster-based manufacturing model, where integrated 

production networks enable large export orders while specialized firms remain part of the 

same value chain. 



 

                                                                                          CURRENT AFFAIRS PROGRAMME: TARGET 2026-2027 

20-July-2026 

For More Study Material, Visit: studyiq.com         Page no. 
                                                                                                                                                                       9 

• Strengthen Labour Market Ecosystems: Beyond labour-code implementation, India should 

improve migrant worker housing, portable social security, skill development, and workforce 

retention to support large-scale formal apparel manufacturing. 

o e.g., Seasonal labour shortages in hubs such as Tiruppur highlight the need for labour-

market reforms beyond regulatory simplification. 

• Convert Trade Access into Export Competitiveness: Recent FTAs must be complemented by 

improvements in quality standards, ESG compliance, and supply-chain readiness so Indian firms 

can fully utilize preferential market access. 

o e.g., The India–UK FTA and the concluded India–EU FTA negotiations create new 

opportunities that require industry-wide upgrading to capture export gains. 

• Reduce Non-Tariff Barriers through Logistics Modernization: India should reduce inland 

logistics costs, improve multimodal connectivity, and shorten export turnaround times to match 

global fast-fashion supply chains. 

 


