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Most tsunamis are caused by large earthquakes below or near the ocean
floor, but they can also be caused by landslides, volcanic activity, certain
types of weather, and near-earth objects (e.g., asteroids, comets).

Q A plate shifts abruptly, causing an earthquake, and displacing water.

e Waves are generated and move out in all directions across the ocean, some
traveling as fast as 600 mph.

e As waves enter shallow water, they compress, their
speed slows, and they build in height.

The wave heightincreases, and associated currents
Credit: Ocean Institute, o : . . if d
modified by NOAANWS intensify, becoming a threat to life and property.
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Earthquakes under the ocean Underwater landslides Volcanic activity Meteorite impacts
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