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GEOPOLITICS AT GLANCE

DEEP DIVE INTO THE CHINA-TAIWAN STRAIT

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:

O PSIR: India and the Global Centres of Power: China

(0 GS2: India and its Neighborhood- Relations

INTRODUCTION

The China-Taiwan issue remains a hotbed of
tension, not just regionally but also on the global
stage.

HISTORICAL FLASHPOINTS

Civil War Echoes: The 1949 Chinese Civil War saw
the Communist Party (CCP) defeat the Kuomintang
(KMT), who retreated to Taiwan, establishing the
Republic of China (ROC). This unresolved conflict
forms the historical basis of the dispute.

The “One-China” Policy: China claims Taiwan as
an inseparable part of its territory, adhering to the
“One-China” policy. Taiwan, however, views itself
as a sovereign nation, the ROC. This fundamental
difference fuels constant friction.

EXAMPLES OF ESCALATING TENSIONS

Military Maneuvers: China has significantly
increased its military presence near Taiwan,
conducting frequent air incursions and military
exercises. In 2022, China’s record-breaking

military drills around Taiwan during Nancy Pelosi’s
visit sparked major concerns.

Diplomatic Standoffs: China often exerts
diplomatic pressure on countries maintaining ties
with Taiwan, limiting Taiwan’s international space
and hindering its participation in international
organizations.

ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE

Trade Powerhouse: Taiwan is a technological and
economic powerhouse, with its semiconductor
industry playing a vital role in global supply chains.
Despite the political tensions, China and Taiwan
are major trading partners, creating complex
economic interdependence.

Decoupling Concerns: Trade frictions and
geopolitical tensions raise concerns about
potential decoupling, where economies and

supply chains could be restructured to exclude
China and Taiwan. This could have significant
global economic ramifications.

UNCLEAR FUTURE
Xi’s Increasing Assertiveness: China’s leader, Xi
Jingping, has adopted a more assertive approach
towards Taiwan. Military exercises simulating
“blockades” of the island, increased air incursions,
and diplomatic isolation tactics reflect a growing
pressure campaign aimed at reunification.

This raises concerns about the potential for
miscalculation and escalation.
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Taiwan’s International Connections: Despite
China’s pressure, Taiwan has strengthened ties
with other democratic nations. Visits by high-
ranking officials from the US and other countries,
participation in international organizations like the
Global Cooperation and Training Framework, and
efforts to diversify trade partnerships showcase
Taiwan’s growing international presence.

The Role of Technology and Disinformation:
Cyberattacks and disinformation campaigns
targeting both China and Taiwan can exacerbate
tensions and manipulate public opinion.
Understanding the role of technology in
information warfare is crucial for mitigating these
risks and promoting responsible communication.

Domestic Politics: Rising nationalism in China
strengthens public support for unification, even
through force. Meanwhile, a growing Taiwanese
identity fuels calls for formal independence.

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE SCENARIOS

Maintaining the Status Quo: The current uneasy
“status quo” remains precarious, characterized
by constant simmering tensions and the risk of
accidental escalation. Finding a stable long-term

solution that respects both sides’ interests remains
a significant challenge.

Peaceful Resolution and Cross-Strait Dialogue:
Engaging in meaningful dialogue and exploring
confidence-building measures, while challenging,
offer the most desirable path towards peaceful
resolution. However, finding common ground on
sensitive issues like national identity and security
arrangements will require significant compromise
and political will from both sides.

Military Conflict and Regional Fallout: Although a
worst-case scenario, military conflict in the Taiwan
Strait would have devastating consequences
for all involved. Regional stability, global supply
chains, and countless lives would be at stake. The
international community has a strong interest in
preventing such a scenario through diplomatic
efforts and crisis management strategies.

CONCLUSION

The China-Taiwan issue remains one of the most
complex and potentially volatile international
disputes today. As the situation evolves,
continued critical analysis, informed dialogue, and
international cooperation are essential to prevent
escalation and safeguard regional stability.

UN REFORMS AND MULTILATERALISM

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:

(0 GS2: Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s

interests
O PSIR: India and the UN System

INTRODUCTION

The United Nations, envisioned as a beacon of
collective action in a tumultuous world, faces the
urgent need for reform. While multilateralism, the
pursuit of common goals through cooperation,

remains essential, its effectiveness hinges on a
revitalized UN.
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UNSC REFORMS

D

WHY REFORM?

Outdated Structure: The UN’s post-WWII structure
no longer reflects the global power dynamics.
The Security Council’s permanent veto-wielding
members often impede decisive action on critical
issues.

Lack of Accountability and Transparency:
Concerns around bureaucratic inefficiencies,
budgetary misallocation, and lack of transparency
in decision-making processes erode public trust in
the UN.

Emerging Global Challenges: Climate change,
pandemics, cyber threats, and migration crises
demand agile and coordinated responses, which
the UN, in its current state, struggles to provide.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE REFORMED?

Security Council Reform: Expandingthe permanent
membership and revising veto powers to better
reflect contemporary realities is crucial. Proposals
like the G4 initiative advocate for increased African
and Latin American representation.

Enhanced Efficiency and  Transparency:
Streamlining bureaucracy, strengthening internal
oversight mechanisms, and increasing budgetary
transparency can restore stakeholder confidence.

Focus on Emerging Issues: Establishing dedicated
mechanisms to address new threats like climate
change and cyber insecurity, while strengthening
humanitarian response capabilities, is vital.

DEMANDS FROM ALL SIDES

Member States: Developing countries demand
greater representation and participation in
decision-making. Civil society organizations
advocate for increased focus on human rights and
environmental protection.

Private Sector: Business leaderscallfor streamlined
regulations and enhanced collaboration on
economic and technological issues.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

National Interests vs. Global Good: Balancing
national interests with the global good remains a
challenge. Building trust and fostering a win-win
mentality amidst competing goals is key.

Political Will and Resources: Reforms require
political will from member states and adequate
financial resources. Overcoming apathy and
securing funding are crucial hurdles.

Emerging Powers and Shifting Alliances:
Navigating the evolving landscape of global

power dynamics and building consensus among
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diverse actors presents both a challenge and an
opportunity.

EXAMPLES AND FACTS

In 2020, over 100 countries supported the
“Declaration for Multilateralism,” highlighting the
need for UN reform.

The UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, adopted in 2015, offers a
framework for coordinated global action, despite
implementation challenges.

The Paris Agreement on climate change exemplifies
successful multilateral cooperation, showcasing
the UN’s potential in tackling global challenges.

WHY REFORM MATTERS TO INDIA

Security Council Reform: India actively participates
in negotiations and initiatives, such as the G4
proposal, which advocates for permanent seats
for Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan.

Seeking a Greater Voice: India, the world’s second-
largest populous nation, seeks a permanent seat
on the Security Council, reflecting its growing
economic and strategic weight. The current
structure is seen as outdated and undemocratic,
hindering India’s ability to contribute effectively to
global decision-making.

Championing Developing Countries: India
advocates for fairer representation for developing
countries in various UN organs, including the
Security Council and Human Rights Council. This
aligns with its long-standing commitment to South-
South cooperation and promoting the interests of
the Global South.

Ensuring Relevance in Emerging Issues: India
stresses the need for the UN to adapt to new
challenges like climate change, terrorism, and
cyber security. It calls for stronger mechanisms to
address these issues and demands a greater role
in shaping the global response.

CONCLUSION

Reforming the UN is not simply an option, but a
necessity to ensure its continued relevance in a
rapidly changing world. By addressing the need for
a more equitable, efficient, and responsive UN, we
can strengthen multilateralism and weave a future
of cooperation to tackle the shared challenges
humanity faces. The path ahead requires political
will, innovative solutions, and a collective
commitment to a revitalized UN that embodies
the ideals of a peaceful and prosperous future for
all.

THE RISE OF THE “GLOBAL SOUTH”

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:
O PSIR: India and the Global South

0 GS2: Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s

interests.

INTRODUCTION

The term “Global South” isn’t just geography; it’s a
burgeoning identity, a constellation of developing
nations rising in unison. At its heart lies a desire
for greater autonomy, economic prosperity, and a

voice on the world stage. And as this voice gets
louder, a fascinating dynamic unfolds: a delicate
dance between unity and divergent interests,
a quest for collective strength while navigating
internal complexities.
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BRICS EXPANSION: BUILDING A
STRONGER BLOC?

The current BRICS grouping (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa) boasts a combined
GDP of over $23 trillion and 40% of the world’s
population. The potential addition of Argentina
and Indonesia could further boost these figures,
potentially placing BRICS+ among the world’s
largest economic blocs. (Source: World Bank,
International Monetary Fund)

The G20, another grouping with emerging
economies, demonstrated increased influence in
global financial policy discussions. A strengthened
BRICS+ could similarly push for reforms benefiting
developing nations in areas like trade and
development aid.

Divergent political systems, varying economic
priorities, and historical tensions within the group
itself are potential hurdles to achieving effective
collective action.

SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION

Data: South-South trade has doubled since 2000,
reaching over S5 trillion in 2021. Countries like
India and China are increasingly investing in
infrastructure projects in Africa and Latin America.
(Source: UNCTAD, World Trade Organization)

The South-South Development Cooperation Fund,
established by China, provides concessional loans
and grants to support development projects in
various developing countries.
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Benefits: Sharing technical expertise, knowledge,
and resources within the Global South can foster
economic growth, technological advancement,
and South-South solidarity. However, the potential
for dependence on larger economies and unequal
partnerships raise concerns.

DIVERGENT INTERESTS: SEEKING A
COMMON GROUND
Economic Reliance: Many Global South nations
have strong trade ties with Western economies,
creating a complex balancing act. While seeking

greater autonomy, economic dependence requires
maintaining these relationships.

India’sstrategicpartnershipwiththeUS, whilecrucial
for security concerns, might not always align with
its economic interests in areas like trade with Iran.

Navigating the Divide: Striking a balance between
pursuing common goals for the Global South
and respecting individual national interests is
paramount.

INDIA’S BALANCING ACT: A TIGHTROPE
WALK

India is a key player in the Global South, boasting
the world’s fifth-largest economy and significant
influence in regional initiatives like IORA and
BIMSTEC.

Professor C. Raja Mohan, in his book “India and
the United States: Strategic Convergence and
Divergence,” highlights India’s unique position
as a bridge between the Global North and South,
enabling it to play a crucial role in fostering
dialogue and promoting South-South cooperation.

Example: India’s leadership in initiatives like
the International Solar Alliance demonstrates
its commitment to leveraging its strengths and
resources to address global challenges and
empower developing nations.

Foreign Minister’s Statement: Indian Foreign
Minister S. Jaishankar has emphasized India’s
commitment to “South-South cooperation”

Challenges: India faces the task of balancing its
historical partnerships with Western powers like
the US and the UK with its growing engagement
with the Global South and its own aspirations for
strategic autonomy.

Opportunities: India’s unique position as a bridge
between the Global North and South allows it to
play a crucial role in fostering dialogue, promoting
South-South cooperation, and advocating for the
interests of developing nations on the world stage.

ADDRESSING GLOBAL CHALLENGES

Developing countries are disproportionately
affected by climate change. Collective action
within the Global South, advocating for stronger
emission reduction commitments and equitable
access to green technologies, can be a powerful
force for change.

Pandemics: The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the
vulnerabilities of developing nations in healthcare
systems and access to vaccines. Sharing resources,
expertise, and research within the Global South
can strengthen collective preparedness for future
health crises.

Poverty Eradication: Reducing poverty and
inequality demands global cooperation. The Global
South can leverage its collective weight to push
for fairer trade practices, debt relief initiatives,
and increased development assistance focused on
empowering the most vulnerable communities.

Conclusion

The rise of the “Global South” is a story of
potential and challenges, a complex tapestry
woven with threads of unity and divergence. As
this constellation of nations navigates its internal
complexities and strives for a stronger voice on the
world stage, their decisions will resonate globally,
shaping the future of international relations,
economic development, and the fight against
pressing global challenges.

For More Study Material, Visit: studyig.com



THE FOOD CRISIS AND GEOPOLITICAL SHIFTS

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:

(0 GS2: Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on India’s interests

O PSIR: India’s position on the recent crises

INTRODUCTION

The spectre of a global food crisis casts a long
shadow across the world, its tendrils reaching from
drought-stricken fields to the corridors of power.
This complex web of hunger, war, and resource
scarcity demands an in-depth examination,
dissecting its intricate parts to understand the
challenges and potential solutions.

UNPRECEDENTED HUNGER: A STARK

REALITY BITES

The World Food Programme’s grim forecast paints
a stark picture: 828 million people, a figure larger
than the combined populations of the United
States and Mexico, faced hunger in 2021. (Source:
World Food Programme, Global Report on Food
Crises 2023)

D

202

GLOBAL REPORT
ON FOOD CRISES

JOINT ANALYSIS FOR BETTER:DECISIONS

GLOBAL REPORT ON THE
FOOD CRISES (GRFC) 2023

A climate-induced drought engulfs the region,
pushing Somalia towards its worst famine in five
decades. Malnourished children, their skeletal
figures stark against the parched Ilandscape,
personify the human cost of this crisis.

Domino Effect: Food insecurity doesn’t exist in a
vacuum. It fuels social unrest, economic collapse,
and mass migration, destabilizing fragile states
and creating breeding grounds for conflict. The
Syrian Civil War, partly triggered by a drought-
induced food crisis, serves as a grim reminder of
these ripple effects.

WAR’S BITTER HARVEST: DISRUPTING
THE BREADBASKET OF THE WORLD

Ukraine and Russia, the world’s breadbaskets, are
locked in a deadly conflict. Their combined wheat
exports account for nearly 30% of the global trade,
creating a gaping hole in the supply chain. (Source:
International Grains Council, “Grain Market
Report” September 2023)

Fertilizer Famine: Russia, a major fertilizer
producer, is reeling from sanctions and logistical
disruptions. The resulting price hikes and potential
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shortages further cripple agricultural production
around the world.

The war’s impact has triggered a domino effect,
sending global food prices soaring by over 30% in
two years. Low-income countries, heavily reliant
on wheat imports, face the brunt of this surge,
with families forced to choose between meals and
other basic necessities.

FOOD AS A WEAPON

Weaponization of Food: History whispers
cautionary tales. Concerns are mounting about
countries strategically withholding food aid and
manipulating agricultural markets as tools for
political and economic dominance.

Cold War Echoes: During the Cold War, the US
utilized food exports as a geopolitical tool to
influence political outcomes in developing nations,
demonstrating the chilling potential of food as a
weapon.

Trust Deficit: Weaponizing food erodes trust
and cooperation in the international community,
exacerbating food insecurity and sowing the seeds
of conflict. Imagine a future where access to basic
sustenance becomes a bargaining chip in political
disputes.

INDIA’S BALANCING ACT

India’s Dilemma: India, a major food producer and
exporter, stands at a crossroads. Its rice and wheat
exports feed millions worldwide, yet domestic
needs must be carefully considered.

The Challenge: Striking a balance between
ensuring food security for its massive population
and leveraging its agricultural prowess to alleviate
global hunger requires careful calculations and
strategic planning.

Leading by Example: India’s potential goes beyond
mere exporting. It can champion food security
initiatives, promote sustainable farming practices,

and foster cooperation within the Global South,
paving the way for a more equitable food system.

ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR A
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Moving Beyond Traditional Agriculture: Investing
in sustainable farming practices such as crop
diversification, water conservation, and soil health

improvement can build resilience and reduce
dependence on external inputs.

Vertical Farming Soars: This innovative technique,
cultivating crops in stacked layers indoors, offers
a promising solution for maximizing land use and
optimizing yields in urban environments.

Technological advancements like precision
agriculture, using data and sensors to optimize
fertilizer and water usage, can significantly improve
resource efficiency and boost productivity.

Embracing plant-based alternatives like lab-grown
meat and insect protein can reduce reliance on
resource-intensive livestock farming and provide
sustainable sources of protein for a growing
population.

KEY INSTITUTIONAL INTERVENTIONS

Global  Cooperation-Bolster  resources for
emergency relief, vulnerable support, and long-
term programs. Promote open and fair trade
for agricultural products to prevent market
manipulation. Help burdened nations invest in
sustainable food systems.

National Policy Reforms- Support research
into resilient crops, climate-smart farming, and
precisionagriculture.Implementpoliciesto prevent
deforestation, soil erosion, and overgrazing.
Expand programs like food subsidies and cash
transfers to protect vulnerable populations.

Institutional Innovations - Improve storage,
transportation, and market infrastructure to
reduce food waste. Connect farmers with markets,
information, and resources. Promote adoption
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of drought-resistant seeds and water-harvesting
systems.

Leveraging Technology- Utilize data and sensors to
optimize resource use and improve productivity.
Foster collaboration to scale up solutions and
reach wider populations.

CONCLUSION

The complexities of the food crisis demand a global
response, a chorus of voices rising above national
interests to address the root causes of hunger and
build a more secure food system for all.

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND THEIR GEOPOLITICAL
IMPACT

RELEVANCE

O Syllabus:
— PSIR: Changing International Political Order

— GS2- Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on India’s interests

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (Al) AND ITS

SECURITY IMPLICATIONS

MARKET OVERVIEW OF Al (2024)

The projected market size of USS$305.90 billion
by 2024 indicates a burgeoning industry with
widespread adoption. This growth is likely driven
by increased investments in Al technologies
across sectors, including healthcare, finance, and
manufacturing. The anticipated annual growth rate
of 15.83% reflects a sustained and robust demand
for Al solutions, underlining the transformative
potential of Al-driven innovations in the coming
years.

Al IN GEOPOLITICS AND SECURITY

The instances of deepfakes and Al-powered
interference in elections underscore the evolving
nature of security threats. State actors leveraging
Al for disinformation campaigns reveal not only
the technological sophistication of these actors
but also the vulnerabilities in global information
ecosystems. As Al becomes a tool for geopolitical
influence, there is a pressing need for international
cooperation to establish norms and regulations to
mitigate these risks.

CAMPAIGNS ONLINE
The examples of coordinated social media
campaigns and government-backed bots highlight
the weaponization of information in the digital
age. In Myanmar, such campaigns fueled violence,
indicating the real-world consequences of online
misinformation. The reference to India’s challenges
with hate speech and political manipulation
emphasizes the global nature of these issues and

the need for tailored regulatory responses at the
national level.

For More Study Material, Visit: studyiq.com




ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

The concerns raised by the Al Now report regarding
facial recognition technology and autonomous
weapons systems delve into the ethical dilemmas
posed by these technologies. Facial recognition’s
potential bias against minorities brings attention to
the social implications of Al, while questions about
accountability in autonomous warfare demand
careful consideration of the ethical frameworks
guiding Al development. In India, the debate
around data protection and ethical Al reflects a
broader global discourse on balancing innovation
with societal well-being.

DATA AND GEOPOLITICS

The forecasted growth of the global datasphere to
163 zettabytes by 2025 highlights the exponential
increase in data generation. This surge not
only signifies the data-driven nature of modern

economies but also poses challenges in terms
of privacy and security. The EU’s GDPR is an
attempt to strike a balance between protecting
individual data rights and fostering innovation. The
Cambridge Analytica scandal serves as a cautionary
tale, revealing the geopolitical consequences of
unregulated data use, necessitatingcomprehensive
international agreements on data governance.

CONCLUSION

The concluding statement underscores the pivotal
role of technology as a tool that can be wielded for
both positive and negative purposes. It emphasizes
the collective responsibility of stakeholders,
including governments, corporations, and society
atlarge, toensurethattechnologicaladvancements
prioritize ethical considerations, inclusivity, and
human well-being. Striking this balance is crucial
for fostering a future where technology serves as a
force for positive societal transformation.

GLOBAL POWER DYNAMICS AND SHIFTING ALLTIANCES

RELEVANCE

O Syllabus:
— PSIR: India and the Global Centres of Power:

— @GS2- Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on India’s interests
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INTRODUCTION

The world watches with fascination as the
established international order faces challenges

from rising powers and evolving alliances.

RISE OF CHINA AND THE US-LED
ORDER

China’s remarkable economic growth, with a
GDP surpassing $17 trillion in 2022, signifies its
emergence as a formidable global player. The
rapid increase in defense spending, coupled
with initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), reflects China’s ambition to reshape global
economic partnerships and trade flows. However,
the debt trap diplomacy in Africa and territorial
assertiveness in the South China Sea and Indian
Ocean raise concerns about potential geopolitical
tensions. The notion of a “Thucydides Trap,”
where a rising power challenges an established
one, underscores the need for careful diplomacy
to avoid conflict.

MULTIPOLARITY
BRICS, representing a significant portion of the
world’s population and GDP, challenges the
dominanceofWestern-centricfinancialinstitutions.
The establishment of the New Development Bank
(NDB) demonstrates a cooperative effort to foster
economic development independently. This shift
towards multipolarity introduces new dynamics

in global governance, providing alternatives to
traditional power structures.

REGIONAL SECURITY ALLIANCES AND
SHIFTING DYNAMICS

NATO: The Ukraine war has reaffirmed NATO’s

importance, but questions arise regarding
expansion and relations with Russia, reflecting
evolving dynamics in European security.

SCO: The Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
led by China and Russia, aims to enhance
regional security but raises concerns about its

counterbalancing role to NATO, adding complexity
to global security architecture.

Regional Alliances in Asia: Initiatives like the Quad
and ASEAN cooperation demonstrate a changing
landscape in Asia, showcasing evolving security
partnerships aimed at balancing China’s influence.
These partnerships introduce new complexities in
the region’s strategic balance.

IMPACT ON INDIA: A BALANCING ACT

India, as the world’s 5th largest economy and
the most populous democracy, plays a pivotal
role in regional power dynamics. Maintaining
strategic ties with the US, active participation in
BRICS and SCO, and diplomatic engagement with
various partners highlight India’s multifaceted
approach. The challenge lies in balancing China’s
growing power while preserving strong relations
with traditional allies, requiring astute diplomatic
maneuvering and asserting India’s strategic
autonomy.

EMERGH1ING TRENDS AND
UNCERTAINTIES
Technological Shifts: The rise of Al, cyberwarfare,
and space exploration introduces new dimensions
of competition and potential imbalances in global

power structures, demanding international
collaboration on regulation and norms.

Climate Change: Collaboration in addressing
climate change may reshape international
relations, fostering new alliances centered around
shared environmental goals.

Riseof Non-State Actors: Theinfluence of non-state
actors, including terrorist groups, corporations,
and civil society movements, adds an element
of unpredictability to global events, challenging
traditional state-centric power dynamics.

CONCLUSION

The future of alliances and power dynamics is
influenced by these multifaceted factors. India’s
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strategic choices, particularly in navigating
regional dynamics and emerging global challenges,
will play a crucial role in shaping the evolving
world order. The need for adaptable diplomatic

strategies, cooperation on shared challenges, and
a nuanced approach to emerging technologies will
be essential for countries seeking to navigate this
complex geopolitical landscape.

THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY IN A FRAGILE WORLD

RELEVANCE

3 Syllabus:

— PSIR: Contemporary Global Concerns: Democracy

— GS2- Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on India’s interests

INTRODUCTION

Democracy, once a shining beacon, now flickers
amidst rising authoritarianism and fragile states.

From Budapest to Brasilia, concerns grew of a
democratic retreat. Scholars debate: is this a
temporary ebb or a harbinger of decline?
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THE RISE OF POPULISM AND
AUTHORITARIANISM

1. Hungary under Viktor Orbdn restricts press
freedom and judicial independence, drawing
condemnation from the EU.

2. Jair Bolsonaro’s defeat in Brazil’s 2022 elections
offers hope against democratic backsliding,
but concerns remain about his supporters’
potential challenge to results.
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ROLE OF DISINFORMATION AND FAKE INDIA’S ROLE IN STRENGTHENING
NEWS DEMOCRACY

a

a

POLITICAL POLARIZATION AND SOCIAL
FRAGMENTATION

1.

1.

Deepfakes and social media bots manipulate
public opinion and sow distrust in democratic
processes.

Elon Musk’s takeover of Twitter amplifies
concerns about content moderation and
potential for misinformation spread.

Fact-checking initiatives and media literacy
education are crucial to combating fake news.

The US is divided on issues like abortion (Roe
vs Wade case), gun control, and voting rights,
hampering legislative progress and fueling
social unrest.

Online echo chambers and partisan media
exacerbate polarization, making compromise
and dialogue difficult like in France, Sweden.

HOW TO STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC
RESILIENCE IN THIS WORLD

Civil Society Engagement and Activism:
Protests in Hong Kong, Iran, and Chile highlight
the role of citizen movements in demanding
democratic  reforms. Non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) monitor human rights
abuses and advocate for democratic values.

Electoral Integrity and Reform- Secure
voting systems and independent election
commissions are vital for ensuring public trust
in elections.

Global Cooperation and Democratic Norms:
The 2021 Summit for Democracy convenes
countries committed to upholding democratic
principles. Regional organizations like the
European Union and African Union promote
democratic values and norms within their
member states.

1.
a

Regional Leadership and Cooperation:

India plays a key role in promoting democratic
values and norms within SAARC, advocating for
peaceful elections, human rights, and regional
stability.

International Solar Alliance (ISA) and Bimstec
(Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation) are
other examples.

Sharing Best Practices and Expertise

Election Commission of India (ECI): has
collaborated with other countries to share best
practices and contribute to electoral integrity
globally.

Development partnerships: India’s technical
assistance programs through agencies like ITEC
(Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation)
share expertise in areas like election
management, rural development, and good
governance.

Knowledge sharing platforms: “Vibrant Gujarat
Global Summit” and the “Delhi Dialogue,”
offering platforms for exchanging ideas and
collaborating on democratic challenges.

Challenging Authoritarianism and Promoting
Human Rights:

India has raised concerns about human rights
violations in countries like Myanmar and Sri
Lanka.

India provided moral and diplomatic support
to countries like Afghanistan and Nepal during
their democratic transitions

India’s engagement with UN bodies like the
Human Rights Council allows it to contribute
to global efforts in promoting and protecting
human rights, essential for democratic
societies.
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THE REFUGEE CRISIS AND GLOBAL MIGRATION

O Syllabus:

RELEVANCE

— PSIR: Contemporary Global Concerns: Human Rights

— GS2: Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on India’s interests

INTRODUCTION

Millions flee war, climate, and persecution,
weaving a global narrative of displacement. From
Ukraine’s bombed cities to Pakistan’s flooded
plains, humanity seeks refuge. Rohingya yearn
for citizenship, Afghan families escape Taliban
rule, and Pacific islanders face rising tides. This
tapestry of sorrow threads with resilience, fueled
by mothers shielding children and young eyes
fixed on hope. Communities welcome refugees,
aid workers mend wounds, and international
cooperation seeks solutions.

HOW ONGOING WARS AND
HUMANITARIAN CRISES CAUSE
DISPLACEMENT

O Ukraine: 8 million refugees fleeing Russian
aggression, creating Europe’s worst refugee
crisis since WWII.

(O Syria and Yemen: World’s worst humanitarian
crisis with the UN-backed truce hanging by a
thread.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL DISPLACEMENT

1. Floods in Pakistan displace millions, Island
nations like Kiribati face existential threats
from rising sea levels, prompting discussions
about “climate refugees.”

2. The UN predicts 216 million climate migrants
by 2050, highlighting the need for proactive
planning and adaptation strategies.

OTHER DRIVERS OF DISPLACEMENT

O Political repression and human rights abuses in
Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Myanmar generate
large refugee flows.

O Economic hardship in Central America and
Religious persecution and ethnic conflicts in
regions like the Middle East and Africa.

OTHER DRIVERS OF DISPLACEMENT

O Political repression and human rights abuses in
Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Myanmar generate
large refugee flows.

O Economic hardship in Central America and
Religious persecution and ethnic conflicts in
regions like the Middle East and Africa.

(J Cultural differences, language barriers, and
lack of economic opportunities hinder refugee
integration.

O Xenophobia and anti-immigrant sentiment
pose additional challenges to acceptance and
inclusion like islamic fundamentalism in France
and Sweden.
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GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY SHARING INDIA’S UNIQUE ROLE IN THE REFUGEE
AND REFUGEE PROTECTION CRISIS

FRAMEWORKS (J CHost to over 200,000 refugees and asylum

(0 The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) coordinates seekers: Primarily from Sri Lanka, Afghanistan,
international response to refugee crises and Myanmar, and Bangladesh.

advocates for their protection. O Long history of hosting refugees: Dating back

WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS to Partition in 1947, with communities like
Tibetan refugees finding long-term refuge in
O Conflict resolution efforts and investment India.

in peacebuilding initiatives, Tackling climate

change and Addressing economic inequalities

and human rights abuses can stem the tide of
forced migration.

O Mixed approach to refugee protection:
No formal adherence to the 1951 Refugee
Convention, leading to inconsistent legal status
and rights for refugees.

J Recent controversies: Deportation of Rohingya
refugees and concerns about citizenship rights
for Sri Lankan Tamils.

O Supporting regional resettlement initiatives
and providing financial assistance to host
countries are crucial for managing existing
refugee populations.

O Online platforms connect refugees with
essential services and information in their
native languages.
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INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (IGP)

SUB CATEGORISATION OF OBC CASTES

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:

(0 GS2: Government policies and interventions

O PSIR: Caste, Religion, and Ethnicity in Indian Politics.

SUB-CATEGORISATION

INTRODUCTION

The idea of subcategorisation within the Other
Backward Classes (OBC) category in India is a
highly complex and politically charged topic. It
aims to create smaller groups within the OBC, with
the intention of ensuring that reservation benefits
reach the most disadvantaged communities
within the wider category. However, the proposal
has sparked significant debate, raising questions
about its feasibility, effectiveness, and potential
negative consequences.

RATIONALE FOR SUBCATEGORISATION

Addressing Concerns of Inequitable Distribution:
The 27% reservation for OBCs in education and jobs
hasn’t always reached the most disadvantaged,
with affluent communities within the category
seemingly benefitting more. Subcategorisation
aims to rectify this by creating smaller quotas
within the existing reservation.

Empowering Smaller Communities: Many smaller
OBC communities feel they are overshadowed by
larger ones within the category, making it difficult
for them to access benefits. Subcategorisation
could provide them with a greater share of
opportunities.

CHALLENGES AND DEBATES

Lack of Reliable Data: The absence of a recent
caste census creates difficulties in accurately
assessing the population size and socio-economic
status of individual OBC communities, making it
hard to set fair sub-quotas.

Potential for Further Fragmentation: The
introduction of sub-categories could exacerbate
existing social divisions within and between OBC
communities, leading to increased competition
and animosity.

Political Feasibility: Implementing
subcategorisation requires political consensus,
which is difficult to achieve given the diverse
interests and sensitivities involved.

SUPREME COURT JUDGMENTS

The Supreme Court has provided mixed stances on
subcategorisation:

Indira Sawhney v. Union of India (1992):
Acknowledged the potential benefits but
emphasized the need for “compelling reasons”
and “adequate data” before implementing
subcategorisation.
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EWS case (2020): Recognized the potential for
further fragmentation but left the decision to
the legislature, emphasizing due process and fair
representation.

EXAMPLES AND CASE STUDIES

Andhra Pradesh implemented a two-tier system
within OBCs in 1995, but its effectiveness remains
contested. Studies suggest that benefits haven’t
significantly reached the most disadvantaged
communities.

Bihar’'s model divides OBCs into “Extremely
Backward Classes” and “Backward Classes,” with
separate quotas for each. However, concerns
have been raised about its implementation and
potential for misuse.

COMMITTEES FORMED

In 2017, the Indian government formed the
Commission for Sub-Categorisation of OBCs
under Justice G. Rohini to examine the issue and
recommend a way forward. The commission’s
mandate included:

Assessing the extent of inequitable distribution of
reservation benefits within OBCs.

Developing criteria and

subcategorisation.

parameters  for

Identifying and classifying castes/communities
within the OBC list into sub-categories.

WAY FORWARD

Reliable Data: Conducting a caste census or
utilizing alternative data sources like Socio-
Economic and Caste Census (SECC) data is crucial.

Transparent Criteria: Objective and transparent
criteria based on socio-economic indicators,
not solely caste, should be established for
subcategorisation.

Inclusive Consultation: Open and inclusive
consultations with OBC communities and experts
are essential to ensure fairness and address
concerns.

Robust Safeguards: Measures to prevent political
manipulation and misuse of sub-categorisation
are vital.

Alternative Approaches: Exploring alternative
strategies like universal education and targeted
affirmative action programs could be valuable
alongside subcategorisation.

CONCLUSION

The subcategorisation of OBC castes remains a
contentious issue with no easy answers. Open
and informed public discourse, rigorous data
collection, and careful consideration of diverse
perspectives are essential before moving forward
with such a substantial social policy change.

RESERVATION FOR TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:
O GS2: Social Justice
O PSIR: Gender Justice

Advocate General Birendra Saraf, representing the Maharashtra government, expressed difficulties
in providing additional reservations for transgender persons due to the existing extent of vertical and
horizontal reservations. This matter is currently pending before the Supreme Court. On June 27, there was

a protest in Mumbai where transgender persons voiced their disagreement with the state’s stance.
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In India, the fight for horizontal reservation rights
has been ongoing among trans persons for a
considerable period. Prominent activists, including
Grace Banu, Living Smile Vidya, and Disha Pinky

Shaikh, along with Dalit, Bahujan, and Adivasi
activists, have all raised their voices in support of
the demand for reservation.
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WHAT HAVE THE COURTS SAID ON
RESERVATION FOR THE TRANSGENDER
COMMUNITY?

In the landmark case of National Legal Services
Authority of India (NALSA) v. Union of India in
2014, the Supreme Court of India ruled in favor of
transgender persons’ rights. The court recognized
transgender individuals as belonging to a socially
and educationally disadvantaged class. As a result,
the judgment asserted that transgender persons
are entitled to reservation benefits, which aim
to provide them with equal opportunities in
education and public employment.

The court directed both the Central Government
and State Governments to take necessary
measures to acknowledge transgender persons as
socially and educationally disadvantaged citizens.
This recognition would enable them to avail all
types of reservation benefits, including those

related to admissions in educational institutions
and appointments to public positions.

While the NALSA judgment acknowledged the
entitlement to reservation, it did not specify
whether these reservations should be vertical or
horizontal in nature, leaving it open for further
interpretation and implementation by the
concerned authorities.

WHAT IS HORIZONTAL RESERVATION?

In India, there are affirmative action policies
aimed at addressing historical disadvantages
faced by certain communities. These policies
can be categorized into vertical and horizontal
reservations.

Vertical reservations focus on addressing social
asymmetry due to the caste system, as well as
social and educational backwardness among
Other Backward Classes (OBCs). They include
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reservations for Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled
Tribes (ST), and OBCs.

On the other hand, horizontal reservations cut
across all vertical groups and provide affirmative
policies for disadvantaged groups within
categories. For instance, disabled individuals are
entitled to horizontal reservation in all vertical
categories, irrespective of whether they are
considered general or reserved.

Some states, such as Uttarakhand and Bihar, have
introduced policies that guarantee horizontal
reservation for women. This means that women
belonging to the SC category, for example, can
avail of reservation benefits based on both their
caste and gender. Transgender individuals are
also advocating for similar horizontal reservation
rights.

WHAT IS THE DEMAND FOR
HORIZONTAL RESERVATION?
The issue at hand pertains to the necessity of
instituting mandatory provisions for a historically
marginalized community in society, while

acknowledging the various components of their
social identity.

According to a study conducted by the National
Human Rights Commission, in 2017, only 6
percent of transgender individuals were formally
employed. A considerable segment of the
community found themselves involved in informal
work, such as begging and sex work, which have
been criminalized in India through various Acts
and laws. However, transgender individuals often
resort to such occupations due to cultural practices
and the need for survival.

The interpretation of the NALSA verdict has
predominantly leaned towards advocating
reservations for transgender people within
the Other Backward Classes (OBC) category.
This interpretation likely arose from the court
recognizing the community as “a socially and
educationally backward class.” Nevertheless,

despite this acknowledgement, no practical
implementation of such reservations has taken
place thus far.

Furthermore, activists from the transgender
community argue that this approach could
adversely affect transgender individuals from
Dalit, Bahujan, and Adivasi backgrounds. They
may face a dilemma, having to choose between
availing reservation benefits based on their caste
or tribal identity versus their gender identity. This
potentially creates a situation where one aspect of
their identity might be prioritized at the expense
of the other.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED SO FAR ON
HORIZONTAL RESERVATIONS?
Since the landmark NALSA judgment, the Central
government has not taken any concrete steps to

ensure the implementation of reservation rights
for transgender individuals.

Back in 2015, Rajya Sabha DMK MP Tiruchi Siva
introduced the Rights of Transgender Persons
Bill, which was developed in consultation with the
transgender community. This Private Member’s
Bill aligned with the NALSA judgment and included
provisions for reservation of jobs in both the public
and private sectors for transgender individuals.
Although the Bill was passed in the Rajya Sabha,
it faced rejection in the Lok Sabha. Instead, the
Centre introduced the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016, which lacked any
provision for reservations.

Subsequently, in 2018, a parliamentary standing
committee, chaired by BJP MP Ramesh Bais, was
established under the Ministry of Social Justice.
This committee also recommended reservations
for transgender persons in accordance with the
NALSA judgment. However, when the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 was
passed, it did not include any provisions for
reservation, either vertical or horizontal.
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In contrast, the Rights of Persons with Disabilities reservation to transgender individuals in 2021
Act, 2016, included provisions for horizontal following the Sangama v State of Karnataka case.
reservation for disabled individuals, ensuring Similarly, in April of this year, Madhya Pradesh
their representation in various spheres under the included transgender persons in the Other
Central government. Backward Classes (OBC) category.
On a state level, some progress has been made. Despite these state-level initiatives, there has
In 2015, Tamil Nadu categorized “transgender or been a lack of comprehensive action from the
eunuch (thirunangai or aravani)” as transwomen Central government to implement reservation
and included them in the Most Backward Classes rights for transgender individuals, leaving their
(MBC) category. Karnataka became the first and representation and opportunities for socio-
only state to provide one percent horizontal economic growth unaddressed.

RELEVANCE
Syllabus:

O GS2: Government policies and interventions
O PSIR: Salient Features of the Indian Constitution
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UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL AND

CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF
SECULARISM IN INDIA:

Evolution of the Concept:

Pre-colonial India: Diverse religious communities
coexisted with relative autonomy under various
empires.

Secular state under British rule: Introduction of
secular principles within a colonial context.

Post-independence and the Nehruvian vision:
Envisioning a nation where all religions co-exist
equally with the state remaining neutral.

Key constitutional principles: Article 25 (religious
freedom), Article 26 (right to manage religious
affairs), and Article 27 (prohibition of discrimination
based on religion).

CHALLENGES AND INTERPRETATIONS

Balancing individual religious rights with secular
values:

The Uniform Civil Code proposal, aiming for a
common set of personal laws across religions, faces
opposition from groups worried about losing the
distinct cultural and religious practices enshrined
in their existing personal laws.

Balancing the right to wear religious attire with
concerns about dress codes in educational
institutions has also sparked debate.

Role of the judiciary in upholding secularism:

Landmark cases like Shah Bano (upholding Muslim
women’s right to maintenance) and Sabarimala
(permitting women’s entry into a Hindu temple)
have expanded the scope of religious freedom
while also setting limits on patriarchal practices.

Rise of Religious Fundamentalism:

Communal violence and hate crimes: -According
to the National Crime Records Bureau, hate crimes
based on religion rose by 25% between 2014 and
2019. The Delhi riots of 2020, where religious
tensions escalated into violence, serve as a stark

example of the potential consequences of rising
religious animosity.

Politicization of religious symbols and rituals-
The Gyanvapi controversy is a prime example of
religious symbols being utilized for political gain,
potentially exacerbating inter-religious tensions.
Similarly, political leaders invoking religious
slogans and imagery during elections can further
politicize religion and undermine secular values.

Weakening of Institutions

Concerns about bias and politicization: Accusations
of police bias against minority communities have
surfaced in cases like the 2020 Hathras gang rape,
raising concerns about fair access to justice for all.
Allegations of political pressure on the judiciary
regarding certain sensitive cases like the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) have also emerged.

Erosion of academic freedom and suppression of
dissent:

Crackdowns on student protests and activists
voicing dissent against government policies raise
guestions about democratic spaces for discourse.

Role of Social Media and Hate Speech

Platforms like Facebook and Twitter have been
used to spread false narratives and demonize
religious minorities, often leading to real-world
violence.

The 2020 Tablighi Jamaat event, for example, became
the target of online misinformation campaigns
portraying Muslims as responsible for the spread
of COVID-19, inciting hate crimes and social stigma.

REDEFINING SECULARISM IN
CONTEMPORARY INDIA
1. Accommodationism vs. Secularism

Arguments for Accommodationism:

Recognizing unique needs: For example, dietary
restrictions for Hindus and Muslims might
necessitate adjustmentsin school meals or hospital
menus.
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Respecting cultural diversity

Preventing homogenization: Accommodationists
fear that a rigid, “one-size-fits-all” secularism
might threaten the cultural richness and identity
of different communities.

Concerns about Accommodationism:

Appeasement: Critics argue that excessive
accommodation can lead to accusations of
“appeasement politics,” favouring certain groups
over others.

Dilution of secular principles: Concerns arise
about a slippery slope, where accommodating
some practices might infringe upon fundamental
secular values like gender equality or individual
rights.

Example: The debate over the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) exemplifies this tension.

2. Inclusive Secularism:

Citizenship, equality, and tolerance are central to
this approach.

Interfaith Dialogue and Understanding: Inclusive
secularism promotes interfaith dialogue and
cultural exchange to break down stereotypes,
build bridges, and foster mutual respect between
different religious communities.

Addressing Grievances: This approach emphasizes
identifying and addressing legitimate grievances
of marginalized communities to ensure equal
opportunities and combat discrimination based on
religion.

Example: Interfaith initiatives like the “Sarva
Dharma Sambhav” program by the Ministry of
Culture promote national integration.

3. State Neutrality vs. Positive Secularism:

State Neutrality:

This traditional view advocates for the state
to remain neutral in religious matters, neither
promoting nor favoring any particular religion.

Positive Secularism:

This approach suggests a more active role for
the state in promoting secular values. Beyond
remaining neutral, the state actively combats
discrimination, promotes interfaith harmony,
and educates citizens about the importance of
tolerance and respect for diverse beliefs.

India currently follows a state neutrality model,
but proponents of positive secularism argue for
adopting measures like anti-discrimination laws,
secular education reforms, and affirmative action
policies to actively uphold secular principles.

Countries like France and Turkey implement
models of positive secularism, with varying degrees
of state intervention in religious affairs. However,
concerns arise about potential infringement on
religious freedom and overreach by the state.

Example: The debate on banning Hijabs in
educational institutions highlights the clash
between religious freedom and promoting
secular values. Proponents of the ban argue it
fosters national unity and secular principles, while
opponents see it as an infringement on individual
expression and religious rights.

CIVIL SOCIETY AND INSTITUTIONS:

GUARDIANS OF INDIA’S SECULAR
VALUES

Grassroots Activism:

Interfaith Initiatives: Organizations foster
understanding and cooperation through dialogues,
workshops, and cultural events, breaking
stereotypes and building bridges.

Advocates for Reform: Advocacy groups work
towards progressive legal reforms like the Uniform
Civil Code, institutionalizing secular principles and
securing equal rights. Example: The “Harmony
Movement” empowers young people from
diverse backgrounds to work together on social
development project.
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Educational Institutions:

Curriculum Reforms: School and university curricula can be reshaped to promote critical thinking, tolerance,
and respect for religious diversity through incorporating teachings on different faiths.

Combating Bias and Discrimination: Robust grievance mechanisms, sensitivity training for educators, and
zero-tolerance policies against hate speech ensure a safe and inclusive environment for all students.

Example: Ashoka University’s “Peacebuilding through Interfaith Dialogue”

FREEBIES IN INDIA
- RELEVANCE

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:
O GS2: Government policies and interventions
O PSIR: Salient Features of the Indian Constitution

DEFINITION AND TYPES OF FREEBIES 4. Electoral promises: During elections, political

What are “freebies” in the Indian context? parties may promise freebies like appliances,
cash handouts, or loan waivers to woo

voters. These are often criticized for being
unsustainable and distorting policy priorities.

In India, “freebies” generally refer to public welfare
measures provided at no cost to the beneficiaries.

Example: Free electricity up to a certain limit
provided by some state governments could be
considered a welfare scheme, while distributing
free laptops or smartphones might be seen as a
populist giveaway.

Are they all the same?

No, freebies can be categorized into different

types based on their nature and objectives:
COMMON TYPES OF FREEBIES

1. Welfare schemes: These aim to address basic L. .

. . 1. Free electricity: Several states like Andhra
needs like poverty, hunger, and education. Pradesh and Tamil Nadu offer f lectricit
Examples include the Mid-Day Meal Scheme in rat e arl . amit i l:_io f,r ';ee electricity
schools or the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana Up to a certain cohsumption fimit.
providing bank accounts to the unbanked.

2. Free water: Goa and Delhi provide free water

2. Subsidies: These involve the government SIUTPIR o e SEnE s.

providing financial support to reduce the cost
of essential goods and services like food, fuel,
or fertilizers.

3. Free education: Many states offer free
education at the primary and secondary levels,
and some even waive tuition fees for higher
education.

3. Direct cash transfers: This involves transferring
moneydirectly tobeneficiaries, like the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi for farmers.

4. Free healthcare: Public healthcare facilities are
generally free at the point of service, though
quality and availability can vary.
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5. Appliances: Some states have distributed free
washing machines, TVs, or fans to specific
groups like farmers or women.

ARGUMENTS FOR FREEBIES

Poverty alleviation and social safety nets: Freebies
can help vulnerable sections of society meet their
basic needs and escape poverty. For example,
free midday meals incentivize children from poor
families to attend school.

Improving human development indicators: Free
education and healthcare can lead to higher
literacy rates, better health outcomes, and overall
improved human development.

Stimulating economic  growth: Increased
consumption due to freebies can boost economic
activity in certain sectors.

Empowering vulnerable groups and achieving
social justice: Freebies can empower marginalized
groups like women or farmers by addressing their
specific needs and promoting equality.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST FREEBIES

Fiscal burden on the state and potential for
debt accumulation: Providing freebies can strain
government finances, leading to higher deficits and
debt levels. The CAG report (2020) estimated the
combined fiscal burden of free electricity, water,
and transport in four Indian states to be around Rs.
2.5 lakh crore per year.

Misallocation of resources and displacement of
private investment: Freebies can divert resources
away from more productive uses, discouraging
private investment in essential sectors.

Encouraging dependency and lack of individual
initiative: Critics argue that freebies can create a
culture of dependence, discouraging people from
seeking employment or improving their skills.

Distortion of market forces and economic
inefficiency: Freebies can distort market prices and
incentives, leading to inefficiencies and hindering
long-term economic growth.

Political manipulation and use as electoral bribes:
Freebies offered during elections can be seen as a
form of political opportunism, manipulating voters
for short-term gains without addressing long-term
development needs.

IMPACTS OF FREEBIES

Economic: Freebies can affect government
budgets, inflation, and economic growth. For
example, providing free electricity can strain state
finances and lead to higher electricity tariffs for
non-beneficiaries.

Social: Freebies can impact poverty, inequality, and
human development. For example, free education
can increase literacy rates but its effectiveness
depends on the quality of education provided.

Political: Freebies can influence electoral politics
and governance quality. Critics argue that they
encourage populism and can lead to unsustainable
fiscal policies.

Environmental: Some freebies, like free water,
can put pressure on natural resources and have
environmental consequences if not managed
sustainably.

CURRENT DEBATES AND CHALLENGES

The Supreme Court’s intervention: 2013 S.
Subramaniam Balaji vs. State of Tamil Nadu, The
court ruled that promising freebies in manifestos
is not a corrupt practice under the Representation
of People Act, 1951, but raised concerns about
their impact on fiscal responsibility.

Striking a balance: Finding a balance between
social welfare and fiscal responsibility is a critical
challenge. Governments need to ensure that
freebies are targeted effectively to those who
need them most while minimizing the burden on
public finances.

Addressing corruption and leakages: Robust
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms are
crucial to ensure that benefits reach the intended
beneficiaries.
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Finding alternative approaches: This could involve
investments in education, healthcare, and skill
development, empowering individuals to become
self-sufficient in the long term.

CASE STUDIES AND COMPARISONS

Analyzing specific states: Examining the freebie
policies of different Indian states, like the “Amma
Freebies” scheme in Tamil Nadu or the “Shagun
scheme” in Himachal Pradesh, can provide valuable
insights into their effectiveness and challenges.

Comparisons with other countries: Comparing
India’s approach to freebies with other developing

countries’ social welfare programs, like Brazil’s
Bolsa Familia or Mexico’s Oportunidades, can offer
valuable lessons on designing and implementing
effective programs.

CONCLUSION

The debate on freebies in India is multifaceted
with valid arguments on both sides. Finding
a balance between social welfare and fiscal
responsibility, designing effective programs with
minimal negative consequences, and exploring
alternative approaches to poverty reduction
will be key to navigating this complex issue and
ensuring sustainable development for all in India.

CASTE RESERVATIONS IN HIGHER EDUCATION

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:

O GS2- Indian Constitution: Amendments, legislations, provisions.
O PSIR-Role of Religion, Caste and Ethnicity in Indian Politics.

Context: The recent release of the Bihar caste survey results has once again sparked the flames of caste-

based politics in India.

INTRODUCTION

49.5% seats in central government-funded higher
education institutions are reserved for Scheduled
Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other
Backward Classes (OBCs). This translates to nearly
500,000 reserved seats annually. Breakdown: 15%
for SCs (over 225,000 seats), 7.5% for STs (around
112,500 seats), and 27% for OBCs (approximately
375,000 seats). The remaining 50.5% of seats are
available for the general category.

WHAT IS THE RATIONALE BEHIND SUCH
A SYSTEM

Addressing Historical Disadvantage: Census data
shows that SCs, STs, and OBCs have significantly
lower literacy rates (as low as 56% for STs) and
higher poverty rates compared to the general
category.

Increasing Representation: Despite reservations,
only 22% of SCs and 16% of STs have attained
higher education compared to 40% of the general
category.

Social Justice and Inclusivity: The Sachar
Committee report (2005) found widespread socio-
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economic and educational backwardness among
OBCs, necessitating reservations.

WHAT ARE THE ARGUMENTS IN
FAVOUR OF RESERVATION
(0 Data-driven Need: A 2020 study by the
Centre for Economic and Social Studies
found that without reservations, OBC and SC

representation in IITs would be only 7% and
3%, respectively, far below their population

share.

O Promoting Inclusion: leads to greater
understanding and  acceptance  within
institutions, combating social stigma.

(O Diverse Leadership: Research by the World Bank

suggests reservations contribute to improved
governance and policy responsiveness to
diverse groups.

WHAT ARE THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST
RESERVATION
(O Reverse Discrimination: Some argue that
reservations disadvantage qualified general

category students, citing reduced seat
availability.

a

Meritocratic Concerns: Critics point to studies
suggesting a potential dip in average admission
scores forreserved categories, raising questions
about academic standards.

Q

Ineffective Implementation: Concerns
exist that benefits may not reach the most

disadvantaged within reserved categories,
perpetuating internal inequalities.

WHAT REPORTS AND COMMITTEES
HAVE TO SAY

O The Supreme Court upheld the 10% reservation
for Economically Weaker Sections, adding
another layer and intensifying debates about
fairness and potential overlap with existing
caste-based reservations.

O The Mandal Commission report (1979)
recommended OBC reservations, facing initial
backlash but leading to significant increases in
OBC representation in higher education.

O The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
SC/ST (2018) recommended strengthening
monitoring mechanisms and addressing
quality concerns in institutions allocated solely
for reserved categories.

CONCLUSION

It’s crucial to acknowledge the complexity of
this issue and engage in informed discourse.
While concerns exist about implementation
and meritocratic considerations, data indicates
that reservations play a vital role in increasing
representation and promoting social justice in
Indian higher education. Continuous research,
monitoring, and policy adjustments are necessary
to optimize the impact of reservations and ensure
they effectively address historical inequalities
while maintaining academic standards.

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND MINORITIES IN INDIA

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:

J GS2- Indian Constitution: Amendments, legislations, provisions.

O PSIR-Role of Religion, Caste and Ethnicity in Indian Politics.
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INTRODUCTION

ThelIndian Constitution, inits Preamble, guarantees
“liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and
worship” to all citizens. Articles 14-18 ensure
equality before the law and non-discrimination
based on religion. Article 25 grants every citizen
the right to freely profess, practice, and propagate
their religion. Article 29 protects the interests of
minorities in educational institutions.
srg@

FAY Fi JU A
DIVERSITY OF INDIA

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES OF

1. NCRD 2021 reported a 25% increase in hate
crimes against religious minorities compared to
2020.

2. Mob lynchings of Muslims, cow protection
vigilantism targeting Dalits and Muslims, and
attacks on Christian missionaries raise concerns
about rising communal tensions.

3. Increased online hate speech and polarization

further exacerbate tensions and create a climate
of fear for minorities.

NEED TO BALANCE COMPETING RIGHTS

National security: The government argues that
combating terrorism and separatism requires

restrictions on certain religious activities (e.g., cow
slaughter ban).

Individual freedoms: Critics argue such restrictions
disproportionately impact minorities, violating
their religious rights and fostering a sense of
alienation.

NEED TO BUILD BRIDGES ACROSS
FAITHS FOR INCLUSIVITY
Interfaith dialogue: Fostering understanding and
respect between different religious communities

through educational initiatives, community
outreach programs, and interfaith platforms.

Positive narratives: Promoting media coverage
and educational materials that highlight the
contributions of minorities to Indian society and
celebrate its pluralistic heritage.

Strengthening institutions: Ensuring impartial law
enforcement, judicial independence, and a vibrant
civil society to protect minority rights and address
grievances.

THE RECENT POLICY MEASURES AND
LEGAL LANDSCAPE
O Supreme Court rulings: Landmark judgements
like the Sabarimala temple case (2018)
upholding women'’s right to worship and the

tripletalagban(2017) offer hope for progressive
interpretations of religious freedoms.

0 Government initiatives: Measures like the
“Minority Affairs Ministry” and “Haji subsidy
scheme” aim to empower and support minority
communities.

O Civil society initiatives: NGOs and religious
leaders play a crucial role in advocating for
minority rights, promoting interfaith dialogue,
and fighting discrimination.

For More Study Material, Visit: studyiq.com




SOCIAL JUSTICE AND INCLUSION IN INDIA

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:

O GS2: Government Policies

O PSIR: Equality: Social, political, and economic; the relationship between equality and freedom;

Affirmative action.

INTRODUCTION

India, a nation boasting of vibrant diversity and
ancient philosophies of equality, struggles with the
persistent reality of social injustice and exclusion.
Despite constitutional guarantees and affirmative
action policies, millions face discrimination and
inequities based on caste, gender, religion, and
other factors.

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POLICIES

Despite constitutional guarantees and affirmative
action policies, disparities persist in higher
education. While there’s increased representation
of SC/ST/OBCs in institutions like lITs and medical
colleges, top private institutions exhibit under-
representation, leading to high dropout rates
among marginalized communities.

The success of reserved seats, exemplified by the
Ambedkar Institute of Technology, underscores
the potential of affirmative action in providing
quality education. Initiatives like Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan and government scholarships further
contribute to increased access.

Beyond Reservations:

Example: Ambedkar Institute of Technology, Delhi,
showcasing success in providing quality education
to marginalized communities.

Example: Unnat Bharat Abhiyan initiative
connecting engineering students with villages to
bridge knowledge gaps and promote inclusive
development.
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Data: 30% scholarships allotted to SC/ST students
in government schemes boost access to higher
education.

Sub-categorization within Reserved Categories:

Debate: Proposals for sub-quotas within SC/ST
categories to address internal inequalities; critics
argue this might fragment Dalit unity.

Data: NSSO data reveals economic disparities
within OBCs, making a case for targeted
interventions based on socio-economic conditions.

CHALLENGES FOR SC/ST/OBCS

Despite affirmative measures, challenges persist
for marginalized communities, reflected in lower
literacy rates and persistent social practices like
manual scavenging. The Bhima-Koregaon violence
incident in 2020 highlights the continued targeting
of Dalit communities.

Data: Literacy rate for SCs (66.1%) and STs (59%)
significantly lower than the national average
(74.04%).

Example: Manual scavenging by Dalit communities

persists, highlighting entrenched social practices.

Incident: 2020 Bhima-Koregaon violence raises
concerns about continued targeting of Dalit
communities.

TACKLING CASTE AND GENDER

DISCRIMINATION

Institutional and legal frameworks, while having
some successes, face limitations. The NCRB 2021
reports an increase in SC/ST crimes, emphasizing

the need for a more robust legal framework.
Initiatives like the POSCO Act have been
successful in convicting child sexual abusers, but
underreporting remains a challenge.

Institutional and Legal Frameworks:

Data: NCRB 2021 reports SC/ST crimes increased by
10%, highlightinglimitationsofthelegalframework.

Example: POCSO Act success in convicting child
sexual abusers, but underreporting remains a
challenge.

Grassroots Movements and Social Change:

Example: Dalit Panthers movement fights against
caste atrocities and asserts Dalit identity.

Progress: Increased female literacy rate (70.5%)
due to sustained efforts by women’s rights
organizations.

Emerging Issues and Intersectional Challenges:

Data: 91% transgender individuals
discrimination in healthcare access.

faced

Example: Honour killings of Dalit women showcase
intersectional vulnerabilities based on caste and
gender.

CONCLUSION

A nuanced understanding of social justice and
inclusion requires acknowledging both progress
and challenges, incorporating data-driven analysis,
and considering multiple voices and experiences.
Continuous efforts are needed to address systemic
issues and promote a more inclusive and equitable
society.

JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL ACTIVISM

RELEVANCE

Syllabus:

(0 GS2: Structure, Organization and Functioning of the Judiciary
O PSIR: Principal Organs of the Union Government
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The Indian judiciary, particularly the Supreme
Court, occupies a unique space in the country’s
political landscape. The interplay between the
judiciary and judicial activism is a complex and
often contentious topic, sparking debates about
power, justice, and the rule of law.

Judicial activism is seen as a vital tool to protect
fundamental rights, foster social justice, and
address legislative gaps. Scholars like Upendra
Baxi argue that the judiciary, through activism, can
act as a bulwark against potential rights violations.

Critics:

Critics, represented by voices like Granville Austin,
caution against judicial overreach, emphasizing the
importance of maintaining legislative supremacy
and the separation of powers. They argue that an

INTRODUCTION

LANDMARK JUDGMENTS AND POLICY
IMPACT

DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF JUDICIAL
ACTIVISM

Proponents:

overly active judiciary could disrupt the delicate
balance between the branches of government.

Impact on Policies:

Supreme Court judgments, such as those related to
the Right to Education Act, Right to Food Security
Act, and the decriminalization of homosexuality,
demonstrate the judiciary’s substantial influence
on policy formulation in India.

Key Judgments:

1. Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973)
is a landmark case that established the basic
structure doctrine, limiting legislative power to
amend the Constitution.

2. The Aadhaar judgment (2017) influenced
government policy on Aadhaar usage, sparking
debates on the balance between privacy and
security.
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TYPES OF JUDICIAL ACTIVISM

1. Proactive Intervention: Judges initiating
policies or programs, as seen in the right to
education in India, based on societal needs is
an example of proactive judicial intervention.

2. Negative Activism: Striking down laws
deemed unconstitutional, exemplified in the
decriminalization of homosexuality in India,
reflects negative activism aimed at eliminating
legal provisions violating fundamental rights.

3. Interpretive Activism: Expanding the scope
of existing laws, as witnessed in the case of
prison reforms in India, is a form of interpretive
activism employed to uphold fundamental
rights.

ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST
JUDICIAL ACTIVISM

Arguments for:

1. Filling the Void: Judicial intervention becomes
necessary when legislative inaction persists on
critical issues like environmental protection.

2. Protecting Marginalized Groups: The judiciary
canactasasafeguard for the rights of minorities
and vulnerable communities often overlooked
by the legislature.

3. Promoting Social Progress: Activism can
accelerate social reforms and ensure equal
access to justice for all.

Arguments against:

1. Judicial Overreach: Critics argue that judges
might exceed their constitutional mandate,
encroaching on legislative powers.

2. Undermining Democracy: There is concern
that an overly active judiciary may weaken
the role of elected representatives, impacting
public accountability.

3. Lack of Accountability: Unlike elected officials,
judges are not directly accountable to the
public, raising concerns about a potential lack
of checks and balances.

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES AND
COMPARISONS
US Supreme Court and Landmark Judgments:

Analyzing the impact of cases like Roe v. Wade and
Brown v. Board of Education on American society
provides insights into the role of the judiciary in
shaping national narratives and policies.

Role of the Judiciary in Developing Countries:

Studying how judicial activism shapes governance
and human rights in countries like South Africa
and Brazil provides a comparative perspective on
the challenges and benefits of an active judiciary
in diverse contexts.

Evolving International Jurisprudence:

CONCLUSION

Examining the role of international courts and
tribunals in upholding human rights and resolving
global disputes sheds light on the broader
implications of judicial activism on a global scale.

For More Study Material, Visit: studyiq.com




MAINS PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Q) Discuss the role of women in Panchayats in India?
Introduction-Briefly tell about 73rd Constitutional Amendment in India

Mahatma Gandhi championed the idea of Panchayati Raj as the cornerstone of India’s political framework,
advocating for a decentralized form of government in which each village would manage its own affairs.
In contemporary India, Panchayati Raj serves as a governance system where gram panchayats are the
fundamental units of local administration. This system was officially established in 1992 through the 73rd
amendment to the Indian Constitution. As per Article 243(d) (2) and (3), a minimum of one-third of seats
designated for direct election at each Panchayat level must be reserved for women.

Body-Discuss the performance of women in Panchayati Raj

According to the Ministry of Panchayati Raj’s mid-term assessment of the ‘State of the Panchayats 2006-
07’, over 10 lakh women actively participate in our Panchayati Raj institutions, constituting 37 percent of
all elected members, and reaching as high as 54 percent in Bihar, which implements 50 percent reservation
for women. States such as Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, and Tripura have also adopted
50% reservation for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). The presence of women in Gram Sabha
meetings increases significantly when the Pradhan (village head) is a woman. Women-led panchayats
excel in tasks like road construction, managing drinking water facilities, and administering government
loan schemes. However, their performance in ensuring irrigation facilities is less effective. Women-led
panchayats tend to prioritize addressing social issues such as child marriage, the indiscriminate sale of
alcohol, witch-hunting, and similar problems.

Nevertheless, studies conducted by scholars like Rohini Pande point to various constraints that continue
to limit women’s roles in Panchayats. These constraints include the lack of security for women members,
hindering their ability to visit remote areas during odd hours or attend meetings in distant locations.
Additionally, limited information and knowledge about government programs, especially those related to
women and child development, pose challenges. The scarcity of formal education results in an information
gap and dependency on second-hand knowledge, while language barriers impede performance since many
official correspondences, rules, and regulations are in English. Moreover, women often cannot sustain their
involvement in politics due to rotational reservation policies, and women candidates are rarely nominated
from unreserved seats.

Conclusion

While the ideals of equality enshrined in the constitution are laudable, the full potential of the 73rd
amendment is yet to be realized. It is a significant step towards achieving gender equality, but it should
be seen as a means to an end. The ultimate goal is to ensure proper and adequate representation of
women not only in Panchayats but also in the national parliament. Many international organizations
gauge a country’s commitment to women’s development and empowerment by the number of female
representatives in parliament, an area where India still has room for improvement.
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Q) How can India effectively balance its relations with the United States and China amidst the ongoing
superpower rivalry?

India finds itself strategically nestled between the two titans of the 21st century - the United States and
China. Balancing relations with these competing superpowers necessitates a nuanced approach, guided by
pragmatism, national interests, and a strategic autonomy that preserves India’s independence.

The competing pulls:

The United States- Shared Democratic Values and Security Partnership: a natural alliance against China’s
assertiveness, providing access to sophisticated defence technology, economic partnerships, and a shared
commitment to democratic principles.

China- Economic Interdependence and Trade Ties: China is India’s largest trading partner, presenting
immense opportunities for economic cooperation and infrastructure development.

Balancing Strategies: Maneuvering the Tightrope:

Strategic Autonomy: As C Raja Mohan advocates in “India’s Grand Strategy,” maintaining self-reliance
in critical sectors like defence technology, energy, and pharmaceuticals remains crucial for long- term
sustainability and avoiding dependence on either superpower.

Multi-alignment and Global Partnerships: Engaging with diverse players like the European Union, ASEAN,
and other regional groupings, as suggested by Harsh V. Pant in “Modi’s Foreign Policy: New Perspectives,”
allows India to leverage multipolarity, secure its interests, and avoid getting ensnared in the US-China
binary.

Economic Diversification: Reducing dependence on China by fostering trade ties with the US, Africa, and
other emerging markets like Latin America and Oceania.

Defense Cooperation and Soft Power Prowess: Balancing security cooperation with the US and maintaining
an open dialogue with China on border issues, as suggested by Ashley Tellis, can help deter conflict and
maintain regional stability. Concurrently, leveraging India’s rich cultural heritage, democratic values, and
development expertise to build soft power globally.

India’s future lies in charting a course that transcends the US-China binary. By prioritizing strategic
autonomy, diversifying partnerships, and utilizing its inherent strengths, India can emerge as a powerful,
independent player on the global stage, shaping its destiny amidst the ongoing superpower rivalry.

Q) Critically evaluate Kautilya’s concept of “danda” (coercion) in the context of maintaining internal
security and external relations.

Kautilya’s Arthashastra, a seminal text on statecraft, posits “danda” (coercion) as a key pillar of state power-.
While essential for maintaining internal security and navigating external relations, a critical evaluation
reveals both its strengths and limitations, raising questions about its compatibility with contemporary
democratic principles.

Strengths

O Internal Security: Danda acts as a deterrent against crime and rebellion, ensuring stability and order
within the kingdom. Kautilya outlines a meticulous system of law enforcement, espionage, and
surveillance, aimed at preventing internal threats and punishing transgressors.
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O External Relations: Danda enables a state to deter aggression, defend its borders, and enforce treaties.
Kautilya advocates for strategic alliances, vyuha formations for warfare, and skillful diplomacy, all
backed by military prowess. This pragmatic approach to foreign policy allowed the Mauryan empire to
expand its territory and command respect on the international stage.

(J Effective Governance: Danda, when exercised judiciously, can be a tool for social justice and efficient
administration. Kautilya prescribes graded punishments for different offenses, ensuring proportional
justice. He also suggests utilizing danda to enforce fair taxation and protect vulnerable sections of
society.

Limitations

(O Potential for Abuse: Unchecked danda can morph into tyranny and oppression. The emphasis on
coercion and surveillance can stifle dissent, freedom of expression, and individual liberties.

O Moral Implications: Kautilya’s danda, while pragmatic, often blurs the lines between ethical and ruthless
statecraft. This raises concerns about whether the ends justify the means, especially in a contemporary
context.

(0 Contextual Relevance: The rigid hierarchical structure and harsh punishments prescribed by Kautilya’s
danda might not be compatible with modern democratic societies. Contemporary approaches to
security and diplomacy emphasize dialogue, cooperation, and international law, rendering Kautilya’s
purely coercive methods outdated in certain aspects.

Kautilya’s danda remains a fascinating concept that offers valuable insights into statecraft and diplomacy.
However, a critical evaluation reveals its potential dangers and limitations. In a contemporary world that
values democracy and human rights, it’s crucial to acknowledge the need for alternative approaches to
security and international relations that prioritize dialogue, cooperation, and the rule of law.

Q) How does China’s increasing influence impact the bilateral relationship between India and Sri Lanka,
and what steps can be taken to strengthen ties between the two countries?

China’s expanding presence in Sri Lanka is raising concerns regarding the bilateral relationship between
India and Sri Lanka.

(0 The presence of China poses a threat to maritime security as a permanent People’s Liberation Army

(PLA) presence in the eastern Indian Ocean limits the deployment options of the Indian Navy and
neutralizes India’s geographical advantage in these waters.

J For instance, Sri Lanka had approved a Chinese firm, SinosarEtechwinee Joint Venture, which is located
just 50 km from the Tamil Nadu coast. This decision shows a preference for China over India.

(O China is seen as a more reliable partner when it comes to enabling domestic economic development,
ensuring timely project completion, cost-effectiveness, and infrastructure quality, among other factors.

O In contrast, India took five months to approve a loan moratorium requested by Colombo, while China
promptly approved an additional loan from its development bank.

O The impact on trade is evident as Chinese imports reduced by 8% in 2022, whereas imports from India
experienced a decline of approximately 19%.

To reinvigorate India-Sri Lanka ties, several steps can be taken:

O Exploring new domains: India has a stronger presence in sectors such as education, healthcare, and
tourism, which can be leveraged to enhance collaboration with Sri Lanka.
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(J Leveraging India’s Soft Power: Expanding the footprint of Indian information technology companies in
Sri Lanka can create job opportunities and contribute to the development of the island nation’s service
economy.

(J Sharing experience: India can share its own experience in managing minority rights and diverse
populations as Sri Lanka embarks on the challenging task of drafting a constitution.

(J Strengthening cultural relations: Both countries can establish a corridor focused on Buddhism
knowledge and tourism, fostering cultural ties.

(J Cooperation in maritime security: Given their shared interest in ensuring maritime security and safety,
India and Sri Lanka should collaborate in this area as Indian Ocean maritime countries.

In conclusion, addressing the concerns arising from China’s growing influence and implementing measures
to enhance collaboration can help strengthen the Indo-Sri Lanka bilateral relationship.

Q) The effective functioning of the federal system requires one to go beyond brute parliamentary
majorities and grapple with multi-level government opposition matrix, which constitute the architecture
of federal power sharing.” Discuss.

According to K.C. Wheare, federalism is a method of dividing powers to allow both the central and regional
governments to have coordination and independence simultaneously. Daniel Elazar argues that federalism,
as an institutional arrangement, is built on the principle of self-rule and shared rule. Self-rule pertains to
local matters of importance, while shared rule involves interactive partnership between different levels of
government on common interests.

In the context of a diverse and democratic society like India, federalism is viewed as part of the democratic
system of governance at the national, state, and local levels. It accommodates the plurality of cultures,
including linguistic, regional, and other forms of diversity that transcend state boundaries. Alfred Stepan
suggests that federalismis suitable for all multi-national and multi-ethnic democracies because it reconciles
the principles of autonomy and integration.

Ideally, federalism as a governance principle rejects majoritarianism, where the rule of the national
majority is considered the sole legitimate expression of governance. Granville Austin argues that in
the Indian model of cooperative federalism, the center is not the only powerful entity. It is based on
interdependence, with both the union and states relying on each other. While states require union funds,
the union is also dependent on the states for policy implementation. Thus, this system is based on a give-
and-take relationship between the center and the states.

However, Lehmbruch highlights the interplay between democracy and federalism as crucial for the
functioning of a federal system. The relationship between federal inter-governmental power sharing and
the party system in parliamentary democracy plays a vital role. Parliamentary democracy involves party
competition or coalition formation, while federalism requires coordination between different levels of
government. The party system’s dynamics shape the nature of federalism, ranging from cooperative to
confrontational, based on whether the same party controls both the union and state levels or if different
parties are in power.

Therefore, for a federal system to operate smoothly, a coordinating relationship within the government-
opposition matrix is essential. Partnership and participation are key elements for generating federal
harmony. Conversely, if coordination and power sharing become dependent on the political parties in
state governments, it goes against the spirit of federalism.
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JEAN-FRANCOIS LYOTARD AND HIS MAIN IDEAS: A
CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE

INTRODUCTION

Jean-Frangois Lyotard, a renowned French
philosopher, made significant contributions to
postmodern philosophy. His ideas challenged
traditional notions of truth, power, and narratives,
influencing various fields such as philosophy,
sociology, and cultural studies. This article delves
into Lyotard’s main ideas and their implications,
highlighting his concept of incredulity towards
metanarratives, critique of grand narratives, and
therelationship between language and knowledge.

METANARRATIVES
Lyotard  questioned the legitimacy of
metanarratives, which are overarching narratives
claimingto provide comprehensive understandings
of the world. Metanarratives include concepts like
progress, enlightenment, or Marxism. Lyotard
argued that these narratives had lost credibility,

as society became increasingly skeptical of their
claims to truth and universality. He advocated

1

for embracing micro-narratives, recognizing the
diversity and incommensurability of different
perspectives and experiences.

CRITIQUE OF GRAND NARRATIVES

A central aspect of Lyotard’s work was his critique
of grand narratives and their connection to power.
He argued that grand narratives often functioned
as tools of domination, allowing those in power to
legitimize their control over society. By imposing a
singular narrative, those in authority marginalize
alternative viewpoints and suppress dissent.
Lyotard believed that by dismantling grand
narratives, we create space for a multiplicity of
voices and foster a more democratic and inclusive
society.

LANGUAGE AND KNOWLEDGE

Lyotard explored the relationship between
language and knowledge, emphasizing the
limitations and complexities of linguistic
representation. He rejected the idea that language
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could provide an objective and transparent
representation of reality. Instead, he argued that
language is inherently unstable, fragmented, and
subject to different interpretations. Knowledge,
according to Lyotard, is contingent upon language
games, which are socially constructed systems
of meaning. These language games shape
our understanding of reality, but they are not
universally valid or comprehensive.

THE POSTMODERN CONDITION

Lyotard’s ideas were influential in defining
the postmodern condition. He described the
postmodern era as characterized by a skepticism
towards grand narratives, a celebration of
diversity, and a recognition of the fragmentation
of knowledge. In the postmodern condition, truth
becomes a matter of individual interpretation and
subjective experience. This challenges traditional
notions of authority and encourages a constant
reassessment of knowledge and its foundations.

IMPLICATIONS AND CRITICISMS

Lyotard’s ideas have both positive and negative
implications. On one hand, his emphasis on
the plurality of narratives and the rejection of
grand narratives allows for a more inclusive and

democraticsociety, where diverse perspectives are
valued. It promotes critical thinking, as individuals
are encouraged to question dominant narratives
and engage in dialogue. On the other hand, critics
argue that Lyotard’s ideas can lead to a relativistic
stance, where all narratives are considered equally
valid, undermining the pursuit of objective truth.

Furthermore, some critics argue that Lyotard’s
work lacks concrete solutions or a coherent
alternative to grand narratives. They suggest
that while skepticism towards metanarratives is
valuable, it is essential to find a balance between
acknowledging the limitations of overarching
narratives and maintaining a shared understanding
of the world.

CONCLUSION

Jean-Frangois Lyotard’s ideas have left a
significant impact on postmodern philosophy
and the understanding of knowledge, power, and
narratives. His skepticism towards metanarratives
and emphasis on the plurality of narratives
challenged established notions of truth and
authority. While his ideas have faced criticism,
they continue to stimulate intellectual debates
and encourage critical engagement with dominant
discourses.

THOMAS HOBBES
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He was an English political philosopher who lived
in the 17th century. He is best known for his
work “Leviathan,” which laid the groundwork for
modern political theory. Hobbes believed that
humans are naturally selfish and violent, and that
a strong, centralized government was necessary to
keep society from descending into chaos.

STATE OF NATURE

Hobbes believed that the natural state of humans
is one of war and chaos. In the absence of
government, individuals are in a constant state of
competition and conflict, where life is “solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” This state of
nature is characterised by a “war of all against all,”
where individuals are constantly at risk of being
harmed or killed by others. According to Hobbes,
this makes life in the state of nature “nasty,
brutish, and short.”

SOCIAL CONTRACT

To escape the state of nature, Hobbes argued that
individuals must enter into a social contract with
each other. In this contract, individuals agree to
give up some of their natural rights in exchange for
protection from the government. The government,
in turn, is responsible for maintaining law and
order, and ensuring the safety and security of its
citizens. Hobbes believed that the social contract
was necessary to prevent society from descending
into chaos and violence.

ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY

Hobbes believed that the best form of government
was an absolute monarchy, where the ruler has

unlimited power and authority. According to
Hobbes, the sovereign should have complete
control over all aspects of society, including
religion and the economy. He believed that this was
necessary to maintain order and prevent dissent.
In Hobbes’ view, the ruler’s power was absolute
and could not be challenged by the people.

RELEVANCE TO MODERN POLITICS

Hobbes’ political philosophy has been influential
in modern political theory, particularly in the areas
of political sovereignty and social contract theory.
His ideas about the need for a strong government
to maintain order and prevent chaos have been
echoed by many modern political thinkers.
However, his view of absolute monarchy has been
criticized as undemocratic and authoritarian.

CONCLUSION

Thomas Hobbes was a pioneering political
philosopher whose work laid the foundation for
modern political theory. His belief in the need
for a strong, centralized government to prevent
society from descending into chaos and violence
remains relevant today. However, his view of
absolute monarchy has been met with criticism
and has been replaced by more democratic forms
of government. Nonetheless, his contributions
to the field of political philosophy have been
significant and continue to be studied and debated
by scholars today.
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INTRODUCTION

Samuel P. Huntington was an American political
scientistknown for hisroleasaconsultanttoseveral
U.S. government agencies and his significant
contributions to national discussions concerning
U.S. foreign policy during the late 20th and early
21st centuries. He was born on April 18, 1927, in
New York, N.Y., and passed away on December 24,
2008, on Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts.

“The Clash of Civilizations” is a thesis put forth by
American political scientist Samuel P. Huntington,
which posits that in the post-Cold War world,
cultural and religious identities will be the primary
sources of conflict. According to Huntington,
wars in this new era will not be fought between
countries, but rather between different cultures.

Huntington’s line of thought began by examining
various theories about the nature of global politics
in the post-Cold War era. Some thinkers argued
that human rights, liberal democracy, and the
capitalist free market economy had become the
sole remaining ideological options for nations.
Francis Fukuyama, for instance, suggested that
the world had reached the ‘end of history’ in a
Hegelian sense.

CLASH OF CIVILIZATION THESIS

However, Huntington contended that the age
of ideology had concluded, and the world
had returned to a more typical state of affairs
characterized by cultural conflicts. In his thesis, he
proposed that cultural lines would be the primary
source of conflict in the future.

Huntington went on to predict and describe
major clashes that would occur among different
civilizations. He anticipated potential cooperation
between Islamic and Sinic cultures in opposition
to the West, identifying three key issues that
separated the West from the rest. These issues
included the West’s ability to maintain military
superiority by controlling the proliferation of
emerging powers, the promotion of Western
political values like human rights and democracy,
and the restrictions on non-Western immigrants
and refugees entering Western societies. Non-
Western countries saw these actions as Western
attempts to impose and preserve their cultural
dominance.

In one of his chapters, titled “The Global Politics of
Civilizations,” Huntington foresaw a “small, fault
line war” between Islam and the West, as well as
the potential for an “intercivilizational war of core
states” between the United States and China.
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INTRODUCTION

Andre Gunder Frank, born on February 24,
1929, and passing away on April 25, 2005, was
a prominent figure in the fields of sociology and
economic history. Andre Gunder Frank, a German
national, was a prominent left-wing economist
and political activist. His extensive body of work
spanned various domains, including economics,
social and political history, development studies,
and international relations. His most enduring
legacy lies in his exploration of concepts such as
the ‘development of underdevelopment’ and
‘dependency theory.” Furthermore, he offered
critical insights into the ‘world system’ of the 1970s
and 1980s, shedding light on how it perpetuated
global inequality.

Frank’s central argument revolved around the
idea that in our interconnected and globalized
world, some countries thrive while others suffer.
According to dependency theory, the citizens

DEPENDENCY THEORY

of less-developed countries should not be held
responsible for the lack of progress in their
societies. Instead, Frank posited that Western
nations actively hindered the development of
these countries. He contended that historically,
the “core” nations like the USA and UK, forming
the privileged “metropolis,” exploited the
“peripheral” nations by keeping them in a state of
dependency and underdevelopment. Developed
nations accumulated wealth by exploiting the
poorest nations, utilizing them as sources of cheap
raw materials and labor.

Frank asserted that this exploitative relationship
had persisted throughout history, evident in
practices like slavery and Western colonization
of various regions. Moreover, he argued that this
pattern continued into the twentieth century,
facilitated by Western countries’ domination of
international trade, the rise of large multinational
corporations, and the reliance of less-developed
nations on Western aid.

For More Study Material, Visit: studyig.com



ENRICH YOUR ANSWERS

Q) Analyze the concept of ideology from various viewpoints and distinguish between the ideas of the “End
of Ideology” and the “End of History.”
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Q) Compare Ambedkar and Gandhi’s views on social justice.
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Q) India needs some creative diplomacy to address the changing environment of the relations between
China and Srilanka. Comment

Qs r‘:e.o;_c!s Lovrme e vdive --&ipﬁawg

Q—; N oS e\ :-na-wM-'n\’ ;
Yo oddmecs e “J*'"Q*cﬁ = R
e medokiome behryeen e @ cgison

LPMW\L'\" <

A b § e
e . B ’\ﬂ'!“* -
Twiro %‘\‘\'\l_t_ Tdias "ne-“ﬁ!“ oS \ ‘

h gm;\ an~ Mo | mam oy

—~ed

For More Study Material, Visit: studyiq.com



PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Ql.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

Q7.

Qs.

. What is the focus area of the recently enacted Rajasthan Minimum Guaranteed Income Bill 2023?

Under which schedule of the Constitution of India can the transfer of tribal land to private parties for mining be
declared null and void?

(a) Third Schedule (b) Fifth Schedule (c) Ninth Schedule (d) Twelfth Schedule

With reference to the constitution of India, prohibition or limitations or provisions contained in ordinary laws cannot
act as prohibitions or limitations on the constitutional powers under Article 142. It could mean which one of the
following?
(a) The decisions taken by the Election Commission of India while discharging its duties can not be challenged in any
court of law.

(b) The Supreme Court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by laws made by the parliament.

(c) Inthe event of grave financial crises in the country, the President of India can declare Financial Emergency without
the counsel from the cabinet.

(d) State Legislatures can not make laws on certain matters without the concurrence of the Union legislature.
Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017?

1. Pregnant women are entitled for three months predelivery and three months post-delivery paid leave

2. Enterprises with creches must allow the mother minimum six creche visits daily

3. Women with two children get reduced entitlements.

Select the correct answer using the code given below

(@) 1and 2 only (b) 2 only (c) 3only (d) 1,2and3

With reference to the Constitution of India, consider the following statements :

1. No High Court shall have the jurisdiction to declare any central law to be constitutionally invalid.

2. An amendment to the Constitution of India cannot be called into question by the Supreme Court of India.
Which of the statements given above is/ are correct?

(@) 1only (b) 2 only (c) Both1and2 (d) Neither 1 nor2

Which concept in international relations refers to the use of nuclear weapons as a means of preventing an adversary
from taking aggressive actions?

(a) Non-proliferation (b) Deterrence (c) Containment (d) Disarmament
The term “nuclear taboo” refers to:

(a) A legal framework for regulating nuclear weapons

(b) A collective norm opposing the use of nuclear weapons

(c) A doctrine encouraging nuclear proliferation

(d) A strategy for nuclear disarmament

Which country is considered a “P5” member under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)?
(a) India (b) Iran (c) North Korea (d) China
The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) aims to:

(a) Encourage the spread of nuclear technology

(b) Promote disarmament among non-nuclear states

(c) Establish a global ban on nuclear energy

(d) Limit the use of conventional weapons

(a) Right to minimum guaranteed income (b) Right to guaranteed employment

(c) Right to guaranteed social security pension (d) All of the above
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Q10. The World Bank played a significant role in mediating the Indus Water Treaty between India and Pakistan. Which of
the following rivers are covered by the treaty?
(a) Indus, Ganges, and Yamuna (b) Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab

(c) Ganges, Yamuna, and Brahmaputra (d) Ganges, Jhelum, and Chenab

Q11. Recently, there has been a growing trend of using the judicial route to resolve disputes arising from the construction
and design aspects of run-of-river hydroelectric projects. What is the main purpose of the recent arbitration initiated
by Pakistan at the Permanent Court of Arbitration?

(a) To address matters concerning the certain design elements of the Kishanganga and Ratle projects

(b) To resolve disputes related to water sharing between India and China
(c) To determine the navigation rights in the Indus River

(d) To resolve disputes related to water pollution in the Indus River

Q12. Under which schedule of the Constitution of India can the transfer of tribal land to private parties for mining be
declared null and void?
(a) Third Schedule (b) Fifth Schedule (c) Ninth Schedule (d) Twelfth Schedule

Q13. With reference to the constitution of India, prohibition or limitations or provisions contained in ordinary laws cannot
act as prohibitions or limitations on the constitutional powers under Article 142. It could mean which one of the
following?

(a) The decisions taken by the Election Commission of India while discharging its duties can not be challenged in any
court of law.

(b) The Supreme Court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by laws made by the parliament.

(c) Inthe event of grave financial crises in the country, the President of India can declare Financial Emergency without
the counsel from the cabinet.

(d) State Legislatures can not make laws on certain matters without the concurrence of the Union legislature.

Q14. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017?
1. Pregnant women are entitled for three months predelivery and three months post-delivery paid leave

2. Enterprises with creches must allow the mother minimum six creche visits daily
3. Women with two children get reduced entitlements.
Select the correct answer using the code given below
(a) 1and2only (b) 2 only (c) 3only (d) 1,2and 3
Q15. With reference to the Constitution of India, consider the following statements :
1. No High Court shall have the jurisdiction to declare any central law to be constitutionally invalid.
2. An amendment to the Constitution of India cannot be called into question by the Supreme Court of India.
Which of the statements given above is/ are correct?
(a) 1only (b) 2 only (c) Both1and?2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
ANSWERS
(b)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(b) Deterrence
(b) A collective norm opposing the use of nuclear weapons
(d) China

(b) Promote disarmament among non-nuclear states
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9. (d) All of the above

10. (b) Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab

11. (a) To address matters concerning the certain design elements of the Kishanganga and Ratle projects
12. (b)

13. (b)

14. (c)

15. (d)
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